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ASBURY TRAILS

Raising up a new generation of Christians

What is the Stephen Ministry?

Stephen Ministry is om&-one Christian caregiving, in which-walhed lay ministers support the work of our pastors
by providing spiritual and emotional support to someone who is hurting. It could be a farjly $edaks iliness, death
of a loved one, or problems of aging. Generally, it consists of weekly visits of about an hour \gghdesgmeson, all in
total confidentiality. Either the person in heed or a family member contacts the pastor who, in turn, contacts the Stephe
leader. The Stephen leader makes the assignment, and if both caregiver and care receiver are satisfied, thegelationst
on for a month, or, in some cases, years!

The training, about 52 hours, covers how to carry on and direct a conversation that will help rather than further dis
the care receiver. I't helps you to set | imits asoel re
to appropriate community resources. You also learn how to find these resources.

The ongoing support is nearly as important as the training. We meet in our small group monthly with the Stephen

to discuss our care receiversd issues and probl éans,
Stephen ministerds 00Oh, | understand-—-how yowomder ff @le
affirmation!

I f you are feeling the Holy Spirit nudging you tow
Lutheran (on Spain, just north of Asbury) on February 7. Faith Lutheran is our partner church in this ministry, and their
leader, Lenann McGookey, is also our leader. She and their Pastor Mike Eastotteaithinegciie classes for six
Saturdays, which include lunch. Call Lenann-47833or emdilenannM@aol.com Pl ease put t he wo
Ministryé in the re: |ine of your email. The fee tha
obstacle, | understand there is some scholarship money available.

fi Celia Richardson

Calendar Highlights
www.asburyabg.org Staff Changes

Jan. 31/Feb. 1: Java with Jesus J. Matthew Moore resigned the position of Office Manager and left to follow
. ; . - other pursuits. We wish him well in his new endeavors.

Fough &b T ARl S ) i) [R5 Thanks to Susan Caskey and Dru Ann Kuntz for helping us out in the

interim. Applications are now being taken for a permanent position. Interested

Feb. 12: Financial Peace University | persons should submit a resume to the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC

mailbox in the church office.

Feb. 21: Asbury Wo medy8nfoy Blunteériigdrdthe office, your help is needed! Especially during
Lunch this transition, there is a lot of work to do. Please call the office and let us know

. : : hen youdd be avail able to answer ph
Feb. 21: Tamie Sanchez Bridal ShO\Q[garsks: 299643

Madara

Feb. 21: Kindness Dinner ~
Perhaps youdve already heard a new

Feb. 22: Sweetheart Dinner traditional Sunday services. Pending final approval by the SPRC, Dr. Raymond

Petrillo will be the new accompanist of the Chancel Choir (adults) and Wesley

Singers (youth). He will also play preludes from time to time.

Feb. 26: Prayers and Pilates Dr. Petrillo is a retired Texas A&M professor. He recently came to
Albuquerque with his wife, who teaches math at the Albuquerque Academy.

Welcome!

Feb. 24: Pancake Supper

See inside for more information. N .
fi Laurie Carlson and Allen Webner
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Looking at the Crossroads

Thisis what the Lord saysi St and at the cr
and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is,
and walk in it, and you will f

i Jeremiah 6:16 (NIV)

Just before Christmas, a picture of Asbury taken at
dusk appeared in my mailbox. There was no note, no
indication who was sharing it with me, just this picture with
Asbury UMC in silhouette and the amazing beauty of the
western sky at sunset. It was glorious! | shared the picture
with several others, asking if any knew where it came from,
and no, it was simply a gift. What a blessing! But more than
that, | received a great peace from it on that day, one that
the giver could not have been aware of.

You see, just days before, | had been deep in prayer, asking the Lord for direction. More than anything, | was see
clarity for the great crossroad in which | was personally, and in which we as a congregation have recently been journe
Our path has not been an easy one. While there have been blessings and affirmations, the trials have been long, the ¢
di mi ni shing for passionately embracing our mission o
new generation of wa@rtheseshingstomeso for udybut do weohave the will to take God by the
hand as we stand at the crossroads?

| remember my Dad, Bob, used to engage us kids in conversation about our ideas of how circumstances in our liv
needed to work out. We would explain and he would comment back. Somewhere in the conversation, there would con

phrase, 0Our pictures of this are just not the same!
a desired result were often vastly different. Ve e s a
our church, our ministries are different. We often want to focus on the ministry in the church, but God invites us to look
t he path, not the place; to see the skyds brilliance

We have significant choices to make in mifistigices about who we will be for God, for one another; choices about
how we will live, serve, love and offer grace to hurting people. We can choose to look at our own needs, or we can ren
that Jesus invited us to reach a hurting world with a message of hope and to offer people the gift of relationstiip and sz
in Christ. We have a choice!

The people Jeremiah spoke to said, oWe wil!l not wa
What choice will you make so that we can truly see and embrace the beauty and greatne: 2
for us? O0Thus says the Lordél am about t
perceive it?6

As we, the people of the United Methodist Church, open hearts, minds and doors, let
ones to show others the beauty of wal kir
our Asbury family, where faith matters, grace is experienced, and love is real every day!

= tae

Rev. Steve Davis, Senior Pastor

Yours and His,

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church:
To love God and one another through Jesus Christ, and to raise up a new generation of Christians.
As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the worte.a/f@tbha
Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every persoimgtbtessnis a prior-
ity; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs.
Asbury practices the fiopen hearts, open minds, open do
We welcome all who seek to learn more about the Christian faith.



