
 

 

Staff Changes  
 

 J. Matthew Moore resigned the position of Office Manager and left to follow 
other pursuits. We wish him well in his new endeavors. 

Thanks to Susan Caskey and Dru Ann Kuntz for helping us out in the 
interim. Applications are now being taken for a permanent position. Interested 
persons should submit a resume to the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
mailbox in the church office. 

If you enjoy volunteering in the office, your help is needed! Especially during 
this transition, there is a lot of work to do. Please call the office and let us know 
when youõd be available to answer phones, fold bulletins, and similar light office 
tasks: 299-0643. 
 

Perhaps youõve already heard a new pair of hands playing piano during 
traditional Sunday services. Pending final approval by the SPRC, Dr. Raymond 
Petrillo will be the new accompanist of the Chancel Choir (adults) and Wesley 
Singers (youth). He will also play preludes from time to time. 

Dr. Petrillo is a retired Texas A&M professor. He recently came to 
Albuquerque with his wife, who teaches math at the Albuquerque Academy. 
Welcome! 

ñLaurie Carlson and Allen Webner 
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Jan. 31/Feb. 1: Java with Jesus 
 

Feb. 5: UMW Unit Meeting with Rev. 
 Madara 
 

Feb. 12: Financial Peace University 
 

Feb. 21: Asbury Womenõs Birthday 
 Lunch 
 

Feb. 21: Tamie Sanchez Bridal Shower 
 

Feb. 21: Kindness Dinner 
 

Feb. 22: Sweetheart Dinner 
 

Feb. 24: Pancake Supper 
 

Feb. 26: Prayers and Pilates 
 

See inside for more information! 

 

 

Raising up a new generation  of Christians  

ASBURY TRAILS  

 

What is the Stephen Ministry?  
 

Stephen Ministry is one-on-one Christian caregiving, in which well-trained lay ministers support the work of our pastors 
by providing spiritual and emotional support to someone who is hurting. It could be a family break-up, serious illness, death 
of a loved one, or problems of aging. Generally, it consists of weekly visits of about an hour with a same-gender person, all in 
total confidentiality. Either the person in need or a family member contacts the pastor who, in turn, contacts the Stephen 
leader. The Stephen leader makes the assignment, and if both caregiver and care receiver are satisfied, the relationship may go 
on for a month, or, in some cases, years! 

The training, about 52 hours, covers how to carry on and direct a conversation that will help rather than further distress 
the care receiver. It helps you to set limits and recognize issues that are beyond a lay personõs scope, so you can refer persons 
to appropriate community resources. You also learn how to find these resources. 

The ongoing support is nearly as important as the training. We meet in our small group monthly with the Stephen leader 
to discuss our care receiversõ issues and problems, always in a way that keeps the identity of that person confidential. Another 
Stephen ministerõs òOh, I understand how you are feeling.ó or òHave you thought of trying ----?ó is wonderful guidance and 
affirmation! 
If you are feeling the Holy Spirit nudging you toward this ministry, youõre in luck! A training class will begin at Faith 

Lutheran (on Spain, just north of Asbury) on February 7. Faith Lutheran is our partner church in this ministry, and their 
leader, Lenann McGookey, is also our leader. She and their Pastor Mike Easton will be co-teaching the classes for six 
Saturdays, which include lunch. Call Lenann at 828-1788, or email LenannM@aol.com. Please put the words òStephen 
Ministryó in the re: line of your email. The fee that covers materials and lunches is $60.00. But if that is an impossible 
obstacle, I understand there is some scholarship money available. 
 

ñCelia Richardson 

http://www.asburyabq.org
mailto:LenannM@aol.com


STEVEôS STEEPLE 

Looking at the Crossroads  
 

 

 This is what the Lord says ï ñStand at the crossroads  

and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, 

and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.ò 

 ñJeremiah 6:16 (NIV) 
 
 
 Just before Christmas, a picture of Asbury taken at 
dusk appeared in my mailbox. There was no note, no 
indication who was sharing it with me, just this picture with 
Asbury UMC in silhouette and the amazing beauty of the 
western sky at sunset. It was glorious! I shared the picture 
with several others, asking if any knew where it came from, 
and no, it was simply a gift. What a blessing! But more than 
that, I received a great peace from it on that day, one that 
the giver could not have been aware of. 

You see, just days before, I had been deep in prayer, asking the Lord for direction. More than anything, I was seeking 
clarity for the great crossroad in which I was personally, and in which we as a congregation have recently been journeying. 
Our path has not been an easy one. While there have been blessings and affirmations, the trials have been long, the energy 
diminishing for passionately embracing our mission of òloving God and one another through Jesus Christ as we raise up a 
new generation of Christians.ó We know we want these things to be so for us, but do we have the will to take God by the 
hand as we stand at the crossroads? 

I remember my Dad, Bob, used to engage us kids in conversation about our ideas of how circumstances in our lives 
needed to work out. We would explain and he would comment back. Somewhere in the conversation, there would come the 
phrase, òOur pictures of this are just not the same!ó While we were talking about the same things, our methods of achieving 
a desired result were often vastly different. The same is true in our life of faith. Our picture and Godõs picture for our lives, 
our church, our ministries are different. We often want to focus on the ministry in the church, but God invites us to look at 
the path, not the place; to see the skyõs brilliance rather than the building. 

We have significant choices to make in ministryñchoices about who we will be for God, for one another; choices about 
how we will live, serve, love and offer grace to hurting people. We can choose to look at our own needs, or we can remember 
that Jesus invited us to reach a hurting world with a message of hope and to offer people the gift of relationship and salvation 
in Christ. We have a choice! 
The people Jeremiah spoke to said, òWe will not walk in ité We will not listen.ó Whatõs your picture? What do you see? 

What choice will you make so that we can truly see and embrace the beauty and greatness God has 
for us? òThus says the LordéI am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it?ó 

As we, the people of the United Methodist Church, open hearts, minds and doors, let us be the 
ones to show others the beauty of walking in faith and living in Christõs love. Letõs share the joy of 
our Asbury family, where faith matters, grace is experienced, and love is real every day! 
 

Yours and His, 
 
 
Rev. Steve Davis, Senior Pastor 

2 February 2009  

 

ññWorship ñññFellowship ñññDiscipleship ñññ Ministry ñññEvangelism ñð- 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church:  

To love God and one another through Jesus Christ, and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a prior-

ity; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination.  

We welcome all who seek to learn more about the Christian faith. 


