
 

A few words from our new pastor ð 
 

Good morning! My name is Layloni Drake. Effective June 17, I will be Asburyõs new senior 
pastor and I am thrilled to be here. I look forward to getting to know all of you and doing 
ministry with this vibrant congregation. 

I know that my unusual first name gives people pause at times. My mother used to say she 
was still groggy from birth when they asked her to sign the birth certificateñhence the phonetic 
spellingñbut itõs been no joke for me. When I was an elementary student, my teachers often 
called me by my last name, especially at the beginning of the school year. By the time I got to high 
school, I developed some methodologies to explain how to pronounce my name. I often took a 
pencil and laid it in my hand, indicating to the teacher that the first part of my name was òlay.ó I 
went on to say that the second part of my name was like Lonnie Anderson. I never was as 
beautiful as she was, but at least my teachers had some idea of how to say this strange name. 
Yes, my name is Hawaiian, even if Iõm not. Itõs the same one in the song òSweet Leilani,ó 

which was popular in the late 40s and early 50s. People would come to our door when I was a 
child, discover my name, and sing this song to me. I would turn red, of course. (I grew to hate 
that song.) 
At some point, I learned that I was named after a friend of my motherõs. When my mother 

was in junior high, she had back surgery and had to wear a body cast for about a year. During that 
time, an older teenage girl came to the house and read and played games with her, which my 
mother greatly appreciated. The girlõs name was Leilani. 
I am married to Raymond Craig. Our last names are different. Iõm used to being called Mrs. 

Craig and Rayõs used to being called Mr. Drake, so donõt worry if you forget. Our children are 
Peter (21 years), Phillip (21 years), and Alysha (18 years). Peter is a stay-at-home autistic young 
man; Phillip will be a senior this fall at New Mexico State, majoring in history; and Alysha will be 
starting her freshmen year at New Mexico State in pre-vet studies. Ray works in education, with 
certifications in high school math and business. He has a strong background in computer 
software, networking, and surfing the net. We also have two 
dogs, both from the humane society, each with a variety of 
canine heritages. Their names are Artimus and Isabel. 

Our days right now are very full, not just with regular 
activities of work and after hours, but also with finals, 
graduation, packing, garage sales, and giving away stuff we donõt 
want to move. In this flurry of activity, though, we are expectant, 
waiting for our new life in Albuquerque. Galatians 4:4 says, òIn 
the fullness of time God sent His son, born of woman.ó One of 
my seminary professors explained that when the moment was 
very pregnant, about to give birth, Jesus came. We may not be 
giving birth in the way referred to in Galatians, but we believe 
that this is Godõs time to put us togetherñso that we all can 
help others be birthed into the kingdom of God and start their 
walk of faith with Christ. 

I look forward to our time together. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Layloni Drake, M. Div. 
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Layloniõs first weekend to 
preach will be Saturday, June 
20th and Sunday, June 21st. 
Come and meet her and her 
family for a special reception in 
the west hall following the 
11:00 service.. 



Congratulations to all of Asburyôs Graduates! 
 

(Below are the bios submitted by the youth. If your graduateôs bio isnôt here, please 
contact the office at 299 -0643. We would love to honor them in an upcoming issue.)  
 

Holly Baker  
 Holly graduated from Eldorado High School where she maintained at least a 3.5 GPA. 
She will be going to Washington State University in the fall and will be majoring in Wildlife 
Ecology. She plans to become the manager of a national wildlife preserve after graduating 
from college. Holly has been involved at Asbury by playing handbells and working in the 
nursery. She also occasionally accompanies the choir, playing the flute. 
 

Kayla deZayas Brown 
After graduating from Eldorado High School, Kayla deZayas Brown will attend New Mexico State University on the 

Crimson Honors Scholarship where she will pursue a degree in Nursing. Her goal is to work with young cancer patients as a 
pediatric oncology nurse. Kaylaõs aunt died as a teenager of bone cancer which inspired Kayla to want to help other kids with 
life-threatening diseases. With a cumulative GPA of 3.99, Kayla was an Academic Letter and Bar recipient. She was an active 
member of Eldorado High School, representing her class as a Senator for 3 years and running track as a freshman. Kayla has 
also been an avid soccer player for 13 years. She participated in the dual credit program and has taken college classes while 
still in high school. She will begin her journey at NMSU with 5 classes already under her belt. Although she has not been 
active recently at Asbury, Kayla does have great memories of the church. She particularly enjoyed the State Fair field trips 
every year with the Youth, and her favorite service is ACTS 2. For the future, Kayla states, òI have a solid idea about my 
goals and what it will take to achieve them. Working with kids has always been a dream of mine, and I want to dedicate my 
life to helping others.ó 
 

Justin Crouch 
I am graduating from Sandia High School. I have been involved in JROTC and Swing Choir, along with many other 

activities at school. I have been coming to Asbury for the last two years and the church has been so good to me. Two of my 
former teachers and my mid-school counselor are all members at Asbury. It has been nice to have them follow my 
educational goals over the years. I love UMYF, as it has been a big part of my life. I will be attending NM Tech in the fall, 
majoring in mechanical engineering. I will participate in the ROTC program through UNM. After I graduate, I will continue 
on with the Air Force. 
 

Emily Detlefs 
Emily graduated from Manzano High School. She graduated in the top five percent of her class. She will be attending 

college at Regis University in Denver, Colorado. Regis is a college currently ranked 27th on a list of the top two hundred 
colleges in the nation. She plans to have a double major in Biology and Pre-Veterinary studies with a minor in Business 
Management. After college, she would like to attend Colorado State University and earn a doctorate in Veterinary Medicine. 
 

Elliot Feng 
Elliot graduated from the Albuquerque Academy. 

 
Tyson Lanier  

Tyson went to Eldorado High School for several years before transferring to CEPI (Creative Education Preemptory 
Institute) where he graduated a semester early. He plans to take EMT classes at CNM. He will also be taking fire science 
classes. This will help him to achieve his goals of becoming an EMT attached to a fire unit. 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a prior-

ity; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 



T.J. Seaman 
T.J. graduated from Eldorado High School with a GPA of 3.7. T.J. has challenged himself throughout high school by 

taking numerous honors and AP classes. He will be attending UNM in the fall with a major in computer engineering and a 
minor in Japanese. He plans on continuing music with the UNM bands. 
 

Ellie March 
Ellie graduated from Eldorado High School, ranked 30 of 431 with a GPA of 4.068 and recognized with honors from 

the French Institute of America located in Hyde Park, New York. There she will study to receive her Bachelors' Degree in 
Baking and Pastry Arts Management. She doesn't know if she wants to open up her own restaurant, but she would love to 
work at one of the Disneyland Resorts in one of their kitchens. 
 

Kevin Raisch 
Throughout my high school years, I have always had one place I could turn for anything. That place was Asbury. The 

youth group has been such a great part of my life. I have learned more about God while at the same time having a lot of fun. 
I am so glad to be part of such a great youth group. Some church events I will remember are all of the youth events we held 
for the congregation and especially the youth trips to Texas and Colorado. All of these activities helped me become the 
person I am today and I am so proud of all that Iõve accomplished. Now that I am nearing the end of my 4 years at the 
Albuquerque Academy and Asbury church, I will make sure to use all that I've learned to be a better person in the future. I 
will be attending Rockhurst University in Kansas City, Missouri, and majoring in business as well as playing college baseball. I 
am excited for the future and know that what I have done here will help in all I do. 
 

Josh Smith 
 Josh graduated from Eldorado High School. He earned letters in the Screaminõ Eagles Band, Eldoradoõs top jazz band, 
a golden feather award, by lettering all four years as a percussionist in marching/concert band. Josh was one of 18 students 
selected to be a Madrigal Singer. Not only was he in the concert choir, but he played the trap set for the Gold Rush Choir, 
the orchestra, and the Acts 2 praise band. He was also chosen as a student instructor with the Albuquerque Youth Symphony 
and played the drum set along with other guest instrumentalists. Josh will be attending the University of New Mexico. He will 
be pursuing a major in English. Joshõs dream is to either write video games or to write a column for a gaming magazine. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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College Grads and more  

Where are they now?  
 

Carrie Bierck, Class of õ03, has received her MS in Student Affairs and Administration in 
 Higher Education from Texas A & M. 
Barbara Robinson, Class of õ00, has received her MS in Hydrology from the Colorado School 
 of  Mines and plans to be married at Asbury in September. 
John Sais received his Masterõs degree from Highlands University. 
Natasha Martinez, Class of õ03, has received three offers to attend law school this fall. 
Laci Fachini, Class of õ04, just finished nursing school and moved to Colorado. 
Wesley Campbell, Class of õ07, has been accepted to the UNM School of Pharmacy. 
Tim Tribou, Class of õ06, begins a Hospitality Internship at Disneyworld in Orlando. 
Alan Kuntz, Class of õ04, begins Paramedic School this summer. 
Tony Cochran, Class of õ04. graduated from Anderson School of Business at UNM and is now commissioned in the Air 
 Force. He will be assigned to Wright-Patterson AFB in Ohio. 
 



Asbury Ministries  
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United Methodist Women  
 

United Methodist Women 
Unit Meeting 

Thursday, June 4 
9:00 AM 

Hospitality Room 
Program: òPersonal Safetyó 

How to protect yourself while driving and at home. 
Speaker: Steve Sink 

Steve is from the Crime Prevention Department 
of the Albuquerque Police Department. 

Please join us for this informative program. 
Childcare provided. 

 

ñAnn Plante 
 

Music  
As folks begin taking vacations here and there on the 

summer calendar, so does the choir. 
Their last Sunday will be June 28. They will have the 

month of July and the first few weeks of August off. Then, 
on August 12, we will find ourselves back, diligently at 
work, preparing musical literature for the fall. 
If you would like to be a part of Asburyõs music 

ministry, please call Allen Webner at 299-0643.  
 

Youth Ministry  
 

UMYFñWell, you all made it through another school 
year. You have made it through all of the sports, choir, 
band, and drama events, not to mention all of the late 
nights studying. I am so proud of all of you. We have been 
busy planning the youth events for the summer. Some of 
the highlights include UMYF on Sunday nights or 
afternoons. UMYF during the summer is led by parents, 
who plan the activity and determine the destination. 

Mission Mondaysñwe will be doing a variety of 
mission projects including working with Donna Sauter on 
òFood for Today, and Food for Tomorrow.ó We will be 
working on gathering food for the homeless so that they 
can have two days of meals. Weõll also provide them with 
nutritional education and a list of phone numbers, resources 

of various helpful city agencies. Brown Bag Bible 
Fellowship will meet on Tuesdays: one week weõll meet in 
the afternoon and the next week in the evenings. This way 
everyone has a chance to participate. Every other Thursday, 
weõll have òTalking with Jesus.ó And summer would not be 
the same without Friday Fun Nights. Weõll also meet every 
other Saturday after Acts 2, at Starbucks or another pre-
determined place. More info to follow via mail, email, and 
the bulletin. 
 

ñDebbie Slate 
 

Childrenôs 
 

VBS 
 

Camp Edge  
June 22-26 

9:00-11:30 AM 
Preschool ages 3-5 
Elementary K to 

Entering 5th Grade 
Registration Deadline: 

June 15 
Cost: $10.00 

 

 

Popcorn and Movie 
 

The movies begin on Wednesday, June 3, from 1:30-3:30 
PM in the Kids Theater in the West Hall. Kids of all ages are 
invited to view the following movies: 
June 3  WALL E 
June 10  IGOR 
June 17  Madagascar 2 
June 24  Bolt 
July 1  Space Chimps 
July 8  Horton Hears a Who 
July 15  Kung Fu Panda 
July 22  Pinocchio 
July 29  Tale of Despereaux 
Aug. 5  (Surprise!) 

 What is a father?  
 

 Being of the male species does not make a 
man a father, for a dad is a special blend of hero, 
disciplinarian, a friend, someone to look up to, 
someone to model é someone with a touch of the 
òmotheró in him, someone who is big enough to 
say, òThe fault was mineó é someone who lives 
the kind of life that makes you want to say, òI, too, 
shall follow him!ó  

ñDr. Alton Kaul 

Special dates  
 

 

Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2009  
 

Flag Day, June 14, 2009  
 

Å Fatherõs Day, June 21, 2009  
 

Å First day of summer, June 21, 2009 



Parsonage Update  
 

 A big thank you to all who donated furniture or funds to help furnish the parsonage. Part of our 
responsibility as a church is to provide a fully-furnished home for our pastors if they need it. Several of 
our more recent senior pastors already had their own furniture, so there wasnõt anything left in the 
parsonage but bare walls! 
 Thanks, too, to Marsha Wallace for her excellent bargaining skills and knowledge of consignment 
shops and flea markets. She is a great shopper and made this task fun! 
 Layloni and her family will settle into Asburyõs parsonage in early June; Melissa and her husband 
currently live at the Trinity UMC parsonage, where David Madara is pastor. 

 

ñLaurie Carlson 

5 Asbury Trails  

Goinô in Styleð 
 

A gala party was held for Kay Martinez, on May 17. She recently retired from Motherõs Day Out., having served as 
director for 24 years. Thanks to organizers Ann Plante and Glenda Tennyson for a great afternoon! 

 

Photos by Dave and Laurie Carlson 


