
 

Freedom for All 
 

The big day is coming when the 
flags are raised, parades marched, and 
we affirm our gratitude for the 
blessings of freedom. We stop to give 
thanks for freedom of speech, religion, 
justice for all, basic human rights for 
all people, freedom to vote the way we 
want, and to make laws by which we 
are ruled. We stop to share our 
appreciation for those who have 
helped to secure such freedoms and 
for those who continue to give of 
themselves to keep us free. 

Yet, there is another aspect to 
freedom which is not about country, 
constitution, or common understanding. There is a spiritual freedom which is not dependent on 
external freedoms. Jesus said, òYou shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.ó 
Itõs sometimes hard for us to feel this freedom. Do you find yourself in bondage to 

something, leaving you unable to do the will of God? Do you madly pursue worldly goods, 
alcohol, drugs? Are you bound by a negative outlook on life, an unhealthy appetite for things that 
donõt nourish your soul? 
Jesus said that He came to set us free. In fact, Paul told the Galatiansõ churches that they were 

free from the laws we find in our Old Testament. He also told them not to use this freedom to put 
themselves back in bondage. Maybe the best freedom is the freedom that God gives to love our 
neighbor, ourselves, and Him in concrete and responsive ways. 

May Jesus set you free to love, to care, and to share. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

 

Layloni L. Drake, senior pastor  
 

 

P.S. Thank you to all who helped to clean and furnish the parsonage, bring in meals and food, and 
give us a grand welcoming. You are awesome! 

 

 

 

4th of July Worship  
 

 Start your Independence Day celebrations right! On 
Saturday, July 4, we will have a short outdoor worship service at 
6:30 PM with lots of singing, praise and worship, along with 
yummy hot dogs and refreshing lemonade. Worship will 
conclude before dark, giving people plenty of time to go watch 
fireworks. We look forward to seeing you! 
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Volunteers Needed for New Fall Tutoring Program 
Asbury is currently forming a small tutoring program for children in the community. We are planning to start this fall, 

and we are in need of people to volunteer a couple hours of their time on one afternoon each week. If you have a heart for 
children and are particularly gifted in one or more subject areas, we need your help! Please contact Melissa Madara 
(mmadara@asburyabq.org) for more information. 
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United Methodist Women  
 

United Methodist Women 
Will not meet in July. 

Our next meeting will be 
August 6, 6:00 PM,  

in the Hospitality Room. 
It will be a Pot Luck Supper: 
Please bring a salad to share. 

Drinks, dessert and table service will be provided. 
Program will be òHow to Plan a Worship Serviceó 

by our very own Reverend Allen Webner. 
Childcare provided. 

Please join us! 
 

ñAnn Plante 
  

Music  
 

The choirs are on hiatus this month, but will gear up 
again in August. Maybe this is the year you will share your 
talents with usñcontact Allen Webner for details: 299-
0643. 
 

 

Youth  
 

In early June, youth director Debbie Slate moved on to 
other pursuits. We wish to thank her for her enthusiasm and 
service to Asburyõs youth ministry. 

A parent-sponsor committee will be running the 
program this summer, including newcomer Kathy Salazar 
who will keep us organized. As to activities, thereõs a lot 
planned! In July, there will be a weekend camping trip, 
mission opportunities, Friday Fun Night, and regular 
Sunday get-togethers. Please watch the bulletin for more 
information, or call the church office at 299-0643. 
 

 

Childrenôs 
 

Creative Kids and APS 
 

Albuquerque Public Schools announced that beginning 

in the 2010-2011 school year, there will be no early 
dismissals for elementary schools on Wednesday 
afternoons. The current schedule gives Asbury the 
opportunity to offer Creative Kids, a program of art and 
music. The program has operated here for seven years with 
over 35 kids attending each week. 

Creative Kids started in response to the lack of art and 
music in the public schools. The kids have acquired many 
skills through the program. Their music is shared in both 
the traditional and contemporary worship services. They 
also listen to our librarian share a story each week and even 
have mission projects. 

We will need to discuss the future of this successful 
program. Right now, Creative Kids meets from 2:00-5:00 
PM each Wednesday during the school year. Do we shorten 
the schedule to two hours, meet twice a week, offer only 
choir and music, or simply let the program end? 

A survey will be sent out in the fall to former and 
active Creative Kids families. Then a team will be assembled 
to make recommendations to the Church Council for a 
decision later in the year. 

In the meantime, plan to come! The theme for this fall 
is òTaking Care of Godõs Earth.ó Children will develop 
responsible earth stewardship habits through art and music. 

The volunteers and I have enjoyed these years with 
Creative Kids. Please include Creative Kids in your prayers. 
Send comments to me at sue@asburyabq.org. 
 

Breakfast in the Mountains 
 

On Sunday, July 12, the Rotation Sunday school class 
for elementary kids will have a pancake breakfast at Sue 
Campbellõs home in the east mountains. We did this last 
July and the kids enjoyed it so much that we will have it 
again this year. Parents are needed to help drive. Signed 
permission slips are also needed for each child. The 
permission slips will be available in class and emailed to the 
studentsõ families soon. Itõs a great way to feel Godõs 
presence in the mountains, eat a good breakfast and just 
have fun! We hope you can join us. 

ñSue Campbell 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a 

priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 
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Join Our New Book Club ñfor any and all Asbury members 
 

From August through November, we will read four books and meet to discuss them. Watch the bulletin and Trails for 
exact dates and times. The books are: 
 

They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky by Deng, Deng & Ajak (Education)ðAugust 

Why? Trusting God When You Donõt Understand by Lotz (Spiritual)ðSeptember 

Hard Line: Life and Death on the U.S.-Mexico Border by Ellingwood (Social)ðOctober 

What Keeps Me Standing: Letters from Black Grandmothers on Peace, Hope and Inspiration by Kimbro (Nurturing)ñ
November 

2009-2010 UMW Reading Incentive Program 
 

 All members of Asburyõs United Methodist Women are encouraged to join in the UMW 
Reading Program. The purpose of this program is to guide us in mission for God. Reading also 
informs you and gives you knowledge about the needs, interests and concerns of human beings all 
around the world. Whether you read to grow spiritually or just to be entertained, it doesnõt matter. 
 Simply read! 
 

How to participate: 
 

 Select a book from one of the four reading categories: Education for Mission, Nurturing for 
Community, Social Action, or Spiritual Growth. Then, read it! After you have finished the book, 
write down the title and your name on a small piece of paper and place it in the labeled basket on 
the UMW reading cart, located in the library. Then select a new book from another category. 
 For every book you read in each category, your name will be entered in a drawing for a gift 
certificate. The first drawing will be at the December Unit meeting, the second at the May Unit 
meeting. 

When you have read four books (one from each category,) you will have completed Plan I of the UMW Reading 
Program and will have earned five entries for the drawing. The requirements for each plan are as follows: 
 

PLAN I: Read four books, one from each category, and earn four entries. Any book on the reading list may be read, 
including youth books. Also, read Response magazine regularly to earn another entry, for a total of five. 

PLAN II: In addition to Plan I books, read 6 more books: one from each category and two more in your choice of 
categories, including youth books. Continue reading Response magazine. Earn another seven entries. 

PLAN III: In addition to Plan I and II, read five more books in any category, including youth and childrenõs books. 
Youõll earn another five entries. 

PLAN IV: In addition to Plans I, II, and III, read five more books in any category, including youth and childrenõs books. 
Earn another five entries. 

 

By the end of May 2010, you could earn as many as 22 entries for our gift certificate drawing! The more entries you 
have, the better chance you have at winning the prize! 
Keep in mind: childrenõs books qualify as reading in Plans III and IV, and are great reading. Youth books are also fun to 

read. Bonus books count double, and there are 8 of them! There are also 13 books with fewer than 100 pages and 34 books 
with 100-150 pages, if you enjoy reading shorter books. 
Follow your interests in choosing books. If you would like help selecting a book, let me know and Iõll try to help in any 

way I can. 
May the Grace of God be with you allñand happy reading! 

 

ñKathy Salazar, Asbury UMW Secretary of Program Resources 
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ASBURY TRAILS is a monthly publication of Asbury UMC, 10,000 Candelaria NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor; 

Laurie Carlson, editor. Opinions expressed in articles with bylines are those of the individual authors and may not reflect the opinions held by the 

church. Please e-mail articles by the 10th of the preceding month to trailseditor@comcast.net or leave typed, double-spaced articles in the Trails 

mailbox at the church. 

 

This issueôs contributors are: Sue Campbell, Laurie Carlson, Layloni Drake, Melissa Madara, Ann Plante, Pat Phipps, and Kathy Salazar. 
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A prayer for July 4  
 

 Almighty and ever-living God, we humbly praise you for the nation in which you have allowed us to live. We cherish its wonder 

and beauty, its fruitful lands and bountiful waters, its great resources and unlimited opportunities. We thank you for the special 

wisdom of our founding fathers and mothers, for their steadfast courage in establishing freedom and a lasting document of fairness.  

 Stir up within each of us the will to be good stewards of all the blessings of the land we love. Amen.  

Coordinator Needed for the Asbury Cafe! 
 

We need a Schedule Coordinator for the Asbury Cafe. This person will be responsible for providing a list of work shift 
assignments to partnering churches. That list includes the days, times and number of volunteer workers needed. He or she 
will also be responsible for checking the Cafe web site to ensure that the workers are properly signed up for the work shifts. 
This person will become a member of the Cafe Committee and will help plan this yearõs activity. The majority of the work 
starts about three weeks before the opening of the Cafe and extends until the Cafe closes. Doris Bowen, St. Johns UMC, will 
work with this new coordinator to help him or her learn the position.  Please contact Paul Merritt at 821-5292 or 
paulhmerritt@msn.com. 

For the preschooler set and their moms: No more 
searching the shelves for the board books. They are now all 
together on one shelf to make them easier to find. 

And for the adults who need to lead a lesson for a 
Sunday school class: The Nooma Video series is just the 
thing youõve been looking for. Each DVD runs 10 to 15 
minutes and is a great discussion starter. 
Things are still POPPINõ in the Asbury Library this 

summer. Watch the popcorn box on the bulletin board 
outside the library overflow with popcorn pieces as books 
are read this summer. Remember: read 5 books before the 
end of July and earn a bag of microwave popcorn. There is 
no limitñread 10 and get 2 bags, read 15 and get 3. 
 

More Popcorn Trivia: 
 

U.S.-grown popcorn is exported to more than 90 
countries worldwide 

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, 
the largest popcorn ball measured 12 feet in diameter. 

The oldest-known ears of popcorn were found in a 
cave in New Mexico. They were more than 5,000 years old. 
 

New in the Asbury Library: 
 

Adult 
 

They Like Jesus But Not the Church by Dan Kimball. In 
 honor of Melissa Madera 

Library News 
         By Pat Phipps, librarian 
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Large Print 
 

Psalms 
 

Easy 
 

Quiet, Please! a Disney book. Donated by Tara Peterson 
Doraõs Opposites by Phoebe Beinstein. A bilingual book ð 
 English/Spanish 
My Little People School Bus by Doris Tomaselli 
All I Am by Eileen Roe and Helen Cogancherry 
Martha Calling by Susan Meddaugh 
Surprise in the Tree by Sara Asheron and Susan Pearl 
 

Childrenõs Non-fiction 
 

Airplanes, Trucks, Trains, Fire Engines, Boats, Ships, 
 Machines by George Zaffo 
Masquerade by Kit Williams 
Usborne Illustrated Guide to Norse Myths and Legends by 
 Rodney Matthews 
 

 

 

Response Magazine, a United Methodist Womenõs 
 publication, is once again available on cassette tape in 
 the Library. 

Name Tags  
 

 To help our new pastor get to know 
everyone, please wear your name tag. If 
you donõt have one, write ònametagó on 
the registration pad next to your name 
and weõll have one for you by the next 

Sunday. You can also call the office at 299-0643. 

Door Code  
 

The door codes have 
changed. If you need the code 
to get into the church, please 
call or stop by the office to get 
the new one. 

mailto:paulhmerritt@msn.com


Teammates 
By Melissa Madara, associate pastor 

 

 òI give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.ó (John 13:34-35) 
 

Many of you are aware that I recently took a trip up to 
Lake Tahoe, a beautiful lake on the Nevada/California 
border, to participate in a century (100-mile) bicycle ride. 
Growing up as a somewhat athletically-challenged 
individual, I had never before participated in a sporting 
event of this magnitude. All together, there were 
approximately 3,400 cyclists on the road that day. Of those, 
more than half of them were riding with the same charity 
that I was riding with. While we only took a team of about 
15 riders from New Mexico, we met countless people who 
were riding with identical colors and jerseys, all riding in 
honor or memory of people who have fought blood 
cancers. 

Because all 1,700 of us were wearing the same jerseys, 
and because we came to ride from all across the United 
States, we needed something that would quickly identify 
which regional teams we belonged to. So the New Mexico 
team fastened little stuffed red chile peppers to our helmets. 
Washington DC had little plastic Capitol buildings on top of theirs. Oklahoma fashioned tornadoes out of pipe cleaners, and 
Sacramento CA rode with plastic tomatoes on their heads. 

 But despite these subtle differences, we were ultimately all on the same team. Riders 
from one region would reach out and help riders from another region if someone was 
struggling. People who had never met before would cheer one another on. This was not a 
race. The goal was simply to finish and have a good time. And because of the encouragement 
and support of not only our own teammates but also the other riders on the road, virtually 
everybody had a good time. 
 I think the church can learn a lot from this large group of cyclists. Too often we get 
bogged down in the subtle differences between the beliefs and practices of one group of 
Christians over-against another group, and we forget that we are ultimately all riding on the 
same team. We have a tendency to try to make the Christian life a race (òWell, my 
denomination believes this.ó òMy church does things this way.ó òThat church just doesnõt get 
it.ó òMy needs were never met there.ó) instead of a journey that we are all taking together. 

How beautiful it would be if the church universal were to unite togetherñto wear our distinctive traits on our helmets, 
but to help and encourage one another along the way, recognizing that the goal is not to get ahead, but simply to finish the 
ride strong. 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, too often we draw lines and boundaries, failing to recognize the beauty present in the diversity of 
your church. Give us grace to approach our brothers and sisters with love and compassion, and give us hearts of 
encouragement and support when we see one of your children struggling. Amen. 
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July Lectionary 
 

July 5, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48 (UMH 782) 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 

 

July 12, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24 (UMH 755) 

Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 

July 19, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37 (UMH 807) 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

July 26, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14 (UMH 746) 

Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21 


