
 

Life is a Bowl of  Cherriesñand Applesñand Peachesñ
and . . . 

By Rev. Layloni Drake 
 

 You are amazing! You have pie parties, but no pity 
parties. People are coming together to make pies to sell at 
the Fair, to raise money for the hungry right here in 
Albuquerque. Not only that, but others from United 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Lutheran churches are 
working together to make this fundraiser a success. Would 
that ever make our Lord Jesus happy! Jesus told us that 
whatever we do for one of the least of our brothers and 
sisters, we do for him. When we feed the hungry, it is just 
as if we were feeding Jesus. Who wouldnõt want to feed 
Jesus? Yet, when we feed the least among us, that is 
exactly what we are doing. 

Even though I know youõre serious about making pies when you participate in the parties, I 
hope that youõll laugh and have fun together. Some of you may think that pie parties are just for 
women or just for those who are good at pastry-making. Not so! I am discovering that pie parties 
are for women, men, the young, the well-seasoned., the old-hands and the newly-initiated. Another 
discovery about these pie parties is that they are as much about fellowship as they are about pie-
making. 

The staff has already picked out their day to have a pie party: August 11. Have you picked out 
a day to get with others and make pies? If you need to 
know when other groups are having their parties, call 
Esther Gammill at 299-4702 and ask her for the schedule. 
She can tell you when and where they are meeting. 

This tradition takes work and an amazing amount of 
coordination. Yet, when each does his or her part, the 
load is much lighter and the days much brighter. 

These efforts not only feed the hungry, but they 
allow us to witness to the world about the aliveness of 
Jesus Christ in our lives and in this world. Will you do 
your part to bear witness to the presence of our living 
Lord? 

 

A prayer for our church  
 

Lord Jesus, we pray that you will somehow give us ears to hear, hearts to love and wills 
devoted to serve; that in the days to come this congregation may be known not for our glory but 
for thine alone ña congregation of people who know you; that this place may be an oasis, a place 
where people come to find out about you, where lives are straightened out and made whole, 
where people find the peace that passes understanding.  

Give us, we pray, a heart to desire these things above all else. We pray through Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 

ñReprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, August 2009 
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VBS Update 
 

The kids and leaders enjoyed Camp Edge Vacation Bible School. Since the theme was about extreme sports, we had 
Rev. Melissa Madara come riding in on her bike one day. On another day, she hiked in with a backpack. The kids sang, 
played, ate, heard neat Bible stories, learned to build a camp fire and even painted their own backpacks. 
Their mission project was St. Judeõs Childrenõs Research Hospital. Over $230 was collected and matched with another 

donation. The hospital will receive almost $500 from Asbury VBS Kids.  
Thanks so much to everyone involved! 

School Supplies for the Community 
by Sue Felts 

 

Itõs time for kids to start thinking about heading back to schoolñand time 
for parents to start thinking about all the costs associated with that. This year 
Asbury is giving a helping hand to the families in our community by collecting 
school supplies to be distributed to the elementary-age children in our 
neighborhood. Supplies will be handed out at a Back-to-School Bash on Saturday, 

August 8, in the church parking lot. 
There will be free food, games and 
music. Our goal is to collect enough 
supplies for 250 children. Supplies not 
distributed that Saturday will be donated 
to local schools as a gift from Asbury. 
Donations may be dropped off in the 
church breezeway until Sunday, August 
2.  
 Remember, òA gift opens the way 
for the giver and ushers him into the 
presence of the great.ó Proverbs 18:16 
(NIV). Please be generous and help 
those in our neighborhood. 

 
 
We need:  
 
 
Rulers 
Crayons, 24 count 
Glue, 4 oz bottles 
Pencils, 10 pack 
Colored pencils, 12 count 
Washable markers, 8 count 
Spiral notebooks, single subject/
 wide-line 
Scissors 
Glue sticks, 2 pack 
Wide-line paper 
Big pink erasers, 2 pack 
Pocket folders, 2 
Watercolor paints 
Boxes of tissues 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a 

priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 
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Other Ways to Give  
 

A gift to your Church is a testimony to your faith and demonstrates the confidence you have in the ministry of the 
Church. 

Do you have a life insurance policy that was intended to protect someone who no longer needs it? Consider designating 
your United Methodist Church or favorite Methodist institution as beneficiary. 

Or consider naming the Church as a beneficiary of your life insurance or retirement plan. If you have named other 
beneficiaries, consider naming the Church as a secondary or backup beneficiary. 

You can also transfer the ownership of some of your life insurance to the Church. The cash value, when given, plus the 
annual premium, can qualify for a Federal income tax deduction. 

 Call Rev. Sanford Coon (800-678-8786) for more information. 

Small Pieces and Big Results: Our Prayer Quilt Ministry 
By Vicki Kerley 

 

 Our prayer quilt ministry is a blessing to both those who receive our quilts and those who 
help make them. Have you ever wondered how our quilts are made? There are many steps and 
each may be worked by a different set of hands. 
 First we gather our fabrics and cut them into 4½ inch squares. The pieces are then counted 
and bagged into sets of 18 identical squares, then separated into bins of like colors to make it 
easier to coordinate fabrics for a quilt. Five different colors of squares are chosen to make a top. 
A matching back and some yarn are added to create a complete kit. 
 Members sew the squares into a top, sandwich it with the back, then hem and label it. The 
quilt is brought back to the church to be tied with bows, either during our monthly meeting 
(second Tuesdays) or at membersõ homes. Once the bows have been tied, the quilt is ready to be 
requested and put on the altar for our prayers. 
 Each quilt takes about 15 hours of work, 1¼ yards of batting, 2½ yards of 100% cotton 

material, thread equaling two to three bobbins worth, and a label. Besides the materials for the quilt, we use gallon-size and 
sandwich-size zip-type bags for sorting. We also use rotary cutters to cut the fabric. These blades dull after several hours of 
cutting. 
As you can see, you donõt have to be a seamstress to help make our quilts. 

We need people to count, coordinate colors, tie bows, and sharpen rotary 
blades. If you can sew a reasonably straight line, we need you, too! 

Recipients of our quilts tell us how they are warmed not only by the quilt, 
but also by the prayers said over them. We have received many thank-you 
cards and phone calls telling us that they took the quilts with them to the 
hospital or to each chemotherapy appointment to give them comfort. 

Relatives of our recipients have also found the quilts meaningful. Upon 
the death of one, her daughter grabbed the quilt and would not let go of it for 
some time because it gave her comfort, too. Another recipient said he could 
feel the blessings when he put his quilt on his lap. 

One Asbury member received a quilt after having surgery. She told many 
that she could also feel the prayers that had been said for her. 

The comfort and love brought to these people are the reasons why we 
have the prayer quilt ministry. Why not become a part of this ministry? 
Participate in any of the above steps, or donate money for materials, or simply 
pray, for both the ministry and the people it touches. 

For more information, call Vicki Kerley or the church office at 299-0643. 
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