
 

The Old and the New 
 

Someone asked about the old 
folks coming back. òOld folksó didnõt 
refer to age but rather those who used 
to come to our church. After reviewing 
attendance records and seeing you in 
person, weõre discovering that many 
òold folksó are returning. Hallelujah! 
Itõs so good to have you backñand we 
hope youõll get involved again. Our 
mission to make disciples for Jesus 
Christ is ever-challenging and ever-
present, and lies right outside our door. 

Our neighborhoods are full of 
people who wrestle with lifeõs problems in relationships, finances, and in their walk with the Lord. 
For example, a young man came in to share his struggles. He needed spiritual counseling and a 
spiritual home where he could plant himself. There was also a little boy who came over on the 
weekend we gave away school supplies. His mother was in the hospital and there was no father in 
the picture. Neighbors were watching him, and brought him to receive a backpack of supplies. 
What a relief to a young child who is already anxious because his mother is in the hospital! What a 
relief to a mother who is too ill to get her child what he needed to start the school year! 

When I was in college, I received a small scholarship from a national organization. While 
sitting in the auditorium during the award ceremony, I spoke to another recipient, a young man 
from a different Protestant tradition. He told me that the United States was his mission field. 

I thought he was nuts. After all, this was the late 1970s, and I sure that most decent people 
were in church and that the rest were just a little lax. 
How wrong I was! We have so many people who have not grown up in church. They donõt 

know of Jesus Christ except what they hear in curses. Some people believe in Christ but feel lost in 
the world, their lives tangled with a mess that they or others have made. They yearn for a place to 
worship and be in community with other Christians. They just donõt know how to get there 
emotionally. 

I once attended a Catholic church by myself. I knew what to do as you entered the building 
and remembered how the service was supposed to go. After all, Iõd played in a weekly guitar group 
at Saturday night Catholic masses when I was first in the Air Force. Yet, I felt so strange going into 
that church by myself. Would they see right through me and tell me I didnõt belong? Maybe they 
wouldnõt accept me. They would see that I was a fraud and tell me to go back to my own church. 
Can you imagine people who havenõt been to church for a long time or only come to 

weddings and funerals? People are spiritually hungry and they want to hear Godõs message. The 
United Methodist Church has named September 20 as a day to open the church to the community. 
I know that it is during the State Fair and the time of the Asbury Cafe. Yet, we donõt want to miss 
an opportunity to reach those around us. 

Please pray for someone in your circle of friends and acquaintances, someone whom you 
could invite to church. Letõs mix up both the òoldó and the ònewó in our caring community. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor  
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Want to help? 
 

We need volunteer help in the following areas: 
 

Office help: answering the phone and light office tasks. 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons have 
openings. 299-0643. 
 

Needy fund: We need a volunteer to help manage this 
fund for those in need, for a few hours each week. Call 
Susan or Dru if interested: 299-0643. 
 

Sunday morning drivers: Some of our elderly canõt 
make it to church on their own. Could you help drive 
on an occasional basis? Call Suzanne Rhodes of the 
Care Committee: 299-3929. 
 

Pie baking, working at the Asbury Cafe: Sign-up sheets 
are in the breezeway for this annual State Fair 
fundraiser, which helps those in need. All profits are 
donated to a variety of charities right here in 
Albuquerque. 

 

Youõre Invited! 
 

To Asburyõs Welcome Ministries Hoopla! 
Sunday, September 27, at noon 

Come test-drive a golf cart! 
Sign up to bake bread to be delivered to Asburyõs visitors. 

See some hilarious film clips on church ushering and greeting! 
Hereõs your chance to help make Asbury the most welcoming 

church in the conference! 
Join us in the West Hall for: 

Lunchñhosted by Ann Plante  
(RSVP to Ann at 299-0953) 

Inspirationñprovided by Pastor Layloni 
Informationñby Re-Think Church (for a sneak peek, go to 

http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.4980051/
k.48BF/Rethink_Church__Watch_What_If_Video.htm ) 

Invitationñby the Welcome Ministries Team.  
Learn about and participate in welcoming others 

into this Christian community called Asbury. 

 
Back-To-School Bash is Smash 

Success 
 

 

Asbury responded to a community need for 
school supplies by holding a Back-To-School Bash 
on Saturday, August 8. By 10:30 AM, the line 
outside ran all the way from the front door to clear 
around the building. In thirty minutes, we gave out 
100 backpacks of school supplies and only had a 
couple dozen or so left. Asbury people responded 
quickly and ran out to purchase more supplies. By 
the end of the morning, 170 bags had been given to 
elementary-age kids and 15 mid-school students. 

Hot dogs, chips and lemonade were served 
and many games were set up, including a bouncing 
house outside. Thanks to all the people at Asbury, 
and especially Joey and Sue Felts, for making this 
service project a success. 

 
 

ñSue Campbell 
 
 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a 

priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 
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