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Asbury United Methodist Church

Albuquerque, New Mexico
October 2009

Cafe, Church Conference, and Critters

The Asbury Cafe is over and what a great
available as of press time, but we did very well in spite of the economy and the lower attendan
at the fair. Thank you, thank you, for hel

all of you who made pies, went to pie parties, worked at the fair, coordinated, cleaned up, and
were there to make it happen. Every year, it is an adventure. This was my first asfyour pastor
and | thoroughly enjoyed it!
. Now we look forward to another exciting set of events.

@[3551"9 Qf There will be a Pet Blessing Service on Sunday, October 11, at
2:00rPm. Our pets are dear to us. They keep us company, bark
at strangers, and give us unconditional love. Some even listen
to our darkest and deepest s

short worship service in the
pray with each person and their pet. This prayer will celebrate
the joy of Godds creation an

hope you will attend and bring your pet. Size is no ddierrent
but do bring your pet on a leash, in a cage, or with some
restraint.

This year, Charge/Church Conference will be held on
October 15. ltds for the whole church and
celebration of our music program and a look forward to our plans for 2010. The conference sta
at 7:00Pwm.

And then thereds anofidne '>~ 1Nt
thel1®, during worship, 1611 s Q p!)
part of the serviceds mes 3 1day
period of preparation in ynse

e® o* AN - Y ",

our resources for the work of the Kingdom of God. Plea -
read the inside article on page 5 that explains Consectre
weekend. Ours will be Novembes.7 KISS-THE-PIG
And also read about everything else happening here at
Asbury,suchasasewee ek soup and prayer meeting on
blessings!

Grace and peace,

Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor

Want to Get Involved this Month?

Look for the Operation Christmas Child s
time or money to fildl one, and youdll be g

Or try a senior retrdatp. 3; or pick a class on p. 3, 5 or 7; or join the choir and sing a
Christmas cantata.

Be sure to note all the special services and gatherings, which are posted throughout the
newsletter: Communion Sunday, Charge/Church Conferergainggland more.
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Soup & Prayer Night Returns!

Feed your belly. Feed your soul.
Soup & Prayer Night returns for a seweek fall interlude, bringing that popular combo of hot, hearty soup and

heartfelt fellowship and prayer. Our first S & P nig
Wednesday, Nov. 18.
Hereds how it works: ComepM ofThaensofiprstuhpee Wwhomab

our communal slurping with a short prayer service, lifting our church and each other up to God, along with whomever ¢
whatever strikes our Pph,anaimefe peopléeodsiroll intdahoir rehearsabon heab ofatd othér:
endeavors.

This is a completely {md, alivolunteer effort. The Soup Night mission? To refresh and renew ourselves and our
church by connecting with God and with one another.

In part, we take our inspiration from Shannon Vowell, a United Methodist Reporter columnist, who once wrote thai
potluck was the real, true Methodist sacrament, and that it created abundance and

unity, |l ike communal meals shared i an
provides a whole meal, still everyone is amfilyafégautiful metaphor for the we
the Body of Christ is intended to

I f youdre interested in providin cr
willing hands for cleap), call Melissa Maher at-8Z30. If you feel inspired to —
help lead the prayer meeting, call Patricia HouseQ28®9 ]

Soup & Prayer Night is open to anyone. If we are blessed with lots of bc b prayer
fill, wed6ll |l ook to that famed 01l o { 6 e

fi Melissa Maher

But Wedve Al ways Done It That Way! (message from the UM Re

A friend sends me a Murphyodés Law calendar each year, [ wt
entitled Petersond6s Principle, oO0Traditions are msbltthgpoimns f
is that we sometimes keep doing the same things over and over, long after we knew why we performed the actseiri-tire first plac
instance, why do many worship services start at 10:30, 10:45, or 11:00? Those times were solutions to problems figteexidfy commu
faith. The solutions continue | ong after the pr oleisedmsf ocre aas
vital community of faith.

I am amused by titles and names that made wonderful sense at some point in the past, but no longer convey theiirigtended rr
The Carden Young Married Sunday School Class began about 1965. First Methodist Church formed the class for persons recently
married. Mrs. Gladys Carden was the teacher. It was a strong class and continues to this day. Mrs. Carden céesdu:tabertheir
30 years ago. Very few members of the class are recently married. Most of the members talk about their grandehilorag, and a f
about great grandchildren. The name remains, but it certainly does not reflect a current reality. Tradition conénihestitbe dpad
meaning.

éTraditions often begin as solutions to problems or real
regularly examine their practices to see what activities and actions have outlived their usefulness. Some pratttecds can cause
churched, the unchurched, and the nominally churched people to decide that the Church and Jesus Christ reveal petple who cele
rituals and behaviors that are unimportant or a waste of their time.

Since | am in such a wide variety of congregations, in various sizes of communities, | often examine the churci tétin, wat
is happening, and ask myself, if | were a thirty year old and coming to a church for the first time, would | retBumtthee peXt € Do
the ways we present Jesus Christ, from the time people enter our parking lots to the time they leave the propesaypzonyey the
love and grace of God? We can no longer assume that people entering our doors have any real knowledge or underdésunling of wt
is. We must go into our communities, live like Jesus, invite people to our churches, tell them about Jesus, angatédipateriewe
passionate worship that enables every person present to encounter Jesus Christ on every Sunday morning.

Grace & Peace,
Bishop Max Whitfield

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Churchis to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,
and to raise up a new generation of Christians.
As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the worted.a/f@tbha
Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every persoimgtbtexsris a
priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs.
Asbury practices the fiopen hearts, open minds, open dbktoleasndo pol
more about the Christian faith.



Asbury Trails 3

October Senior Seminars and Retreats

/n Sacramento:

ReTREAT Yourselfs a weekong retreat for the yowagheart, October 126, in the beautiful
Sacramento Mountains. Join us for engaging classes, storytelling, walks through the forest, greé
fell owship, and wonder f ul messages about G

Y
Our former pastor, Roland McGregor, will preach. For questions regarding reservations, please
SMA at 18006673414 oinfo@sacramentoassembly. &y all other inquiries aboutlRREAT
Yourself, please contact the camp dean, Walt Case3888%360 onvcase@valornet.com :
In Albuguerque: .
Senior Spiritual Formation Conferefice:i s year 6 s t h e niielTravelng vs‘zit@@ad._ % _ .. Jou
as Our Compacshsuréoc T hdsn freurlence, t o be hel d aRoand3iGregor J 0 hr

thoughtprovoking workshops and good fellowship. Among the speakers are Melissa and David Madara,
and Roland McGregor. Worship, Communion, and lunch are provided. Registration forms will be available in adult Sur

school classes or from Dolly Hodgson;&%30. Cost is only $10, including lunch. Please register by Oct. 9, as space is
limited.

Charge/Church Conference is Oct. 15!

Al | are welcome to come and cel ebrat
our new District Superintendent, Tom N
new officers for 2010. The music ministry will be featured.

PASTOR RPPRECTATION MONTH

October is Pastor

Appreciation Month! Say a kind All Hallows Eve Service

word, drop a hote, or do a sma

kindness for our terrific pastorg On Saturday, October 31, at88) wedl | have a speci al

team: Layloni and Meliisand | service in the West Hall. Children and adults alike are invited to come in costume as:

illonﬁt forget o prepare ourselves for Sundayds All Sai
en.

World Communion Sunday All Saints Day Celebration
World Communion Sunday calls the church t on November 1, 2009

alkinclusive. A special offering provides college
scholarships for raciaind ethnigninority students irj
the United States and for international students
studying churehelated vocations. It is a global,
interdenominational event. In 2008, the offering tq
$1,028,865, or an average of only 13 cents per U
United Methodist member. Consider what $1 eac
could produce! Give generously!

We are currently preparing our All Saints Day celebration list
and want to make sure all Asbury UMC members and active non
members who have gone to glory since the last All Saints Day
(November 2, 2008) are celebrated. Please help us make sure ou
list is complete by giving the church office the name(s) of any
members or active nanembers who passed away during this
period.

ASBURY TRAILS is a monthly publication of Asbury UMC, 10,000 Candelaria NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor;
Laurie Carlson, editor. Opinions expressed in articles with bylines are those of the individual authors and may ruot ogfieicints held by the
church. Please-mail articles by the 10th of the preceding monthradseditor@comcast.ner leave typed, doublgpaced articles in the Trails
mailbox at the church.

This issuebds contributors are: Sue Campbel I, Lauri e @tgPdtson, |
Phipps, Kathy Salazar, Allen Webner and Max Whitfield.
© 2009 Asbury United Methodist Church
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Asbury Ministries

United Methodist Women

UMW Unit Meeting
Thursday, October 1
9:00am
Hospitality Room
Program: Rodney Aist,
Director of Four Corners Native Ministry
Leader: Marilou Cochran

Rodney will be speaking about the Covenant Edug
Center and other areas of ministry in the Four Corners
vicinity. Covenant Education Center is our UMW Distrig
Mission Project for 2009.

Please bring school and craft items for the Coveng
Education Center, such as: crayons, glue, scotch tape,
board, construction or craft paper, pencils, highlighters
coloring and painting books, glitter, pipe cleaners, pom
masking tape, wiggly eyes, tissue paper.

Bring these items to our October 1 Unit meeting in
of the UMW Annual Meeting on October22B3

fi Ann Plante

Music
Many Thanks

The Wesley Singers and Chancel Choir wish to th3
Dale Shenk for building the new cabinets which hang g
choir roomds north wall,

about joining the choir, now is the time! Please come and
join us for this joyful celebration!

A Special Thank You

The Chancel Choir would also like to express their
thanks to Howard and Sherylynn Elam for the use of their
Jemez mountain home for our fall choir retreat (see photo
above). It was a beautiful late September day, and we sang
on the deck that overlooked a stream and tall pines. What a

hanging the cabinets. Each choir member now has his

own cubby to hold a hymnal, folder, and music. This wi

i mmeasurable time in fin
It has been a dream of the choir to have these ca

for the last six years. Stop in and view the new additiory
Music Ministry.
Again, many, many thanks to both these men.

Spotlight on Music Ministry, Oct. 15

On Thursday, October 15, the Music Ministry will b
highlighted during the annual Charge/Church Conferen
here at Asbury. If you are a member of the handbell ch
Wesley Singers, or Chancel Choir, please mark your c3
We will share our music and song with the congregatio
Asbury celebrates plans for next year.

Christmas Cantata

Our Christmas Cantata will be held Sunday, Dece
13, in traditional worship services. This cantata is comf
of scripture readings of the prophets and supported by
various anthems from man)
rehearsing on Wednesday,

wonder f ul pl ace to spend ou
much!
i Allen Webner
ste
ONext to the Word of God, the
greatest treasure in_ thi
A Martin Luther Pt
Youth Ministry
Asburyds United Methodi st
and running! All youth from 6tt2th grades are welcome
to attend. This month, on O

pick apples (to be used next year for the Asbury Cafe), then
eat lunch and visit a historical New Mexican church. On
Nov. 1, weol| host the Fal/l
youth group and an outreach to our community. During our

Sunday gatherings, until Ad

foundations of mission work. Grow in your faith, develop

leadership skills, build healthy relationships, have fun!

Come, and experience where the Lord is leading!

Upcoming Events:

October

3 - Applepicking trip to Espafiola, 9:8@-4:00PM

4 - Preparing and freezing apples for pies pm@330Pm: All st a
youth (Youth Rooifn upstairs, East wing) oug

(Continued on pags)



