
November 25: 
 7:00 PM  Thanksgiving Eve Service,  
  Covenant Presbyterian Church, 9315 
  Candelaria NE (Layloni preaching) 
November 29: First Sunday of Advent 
 Hanging of the Greens (see page 3) 
 4:00 PM Chrismon and Carols Service 
 5:00 PM Decorate & Auction Bids 
 6:00 PM Dinner 
December 3: 
 11:30 AM UMW Christmas Luncheon 
December 6: Second Sunday of Advent 
 3:00-5:00 PM Open House at Parsonage 
December 13: Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 & 11:00 AM Christmas Cantata 
December 19: 
 5:30 PM Christmas Kindness Dinner-  
  Fajitas and Biscochitos 

 

Hallelujah!  
 

You, as a church, have pledged $451,694.00, with more coming in. You are making the 
church free for others. Even more than that, youõre making resources available which enable us to 
reach out to people, to touch their hearts and minds with the love of God through Jesus Christ. 
The angels are singing because many of you took a step of faith, a commitment to do Godõs work. 
Praise the Lord! 
Our theme for December is òComing Home for Christmas.ó You may have already picked 

up a card or a poster to send out or share with others. Remember, there are many people who get 
involved with life and find by Sunday morning that they are just worn out. These people may have 
faith in Jesus Christ, but they donõt quite have what you do that motivates them to get out of bed 
and come to church, to gather every week with a community of faith and worship. 

Yet, these same folks will be looking for a church to attend on Christmas Eve. There are so 
many opportunities for that to happen. Would you take a moment to be in prayer about family 
members, friends, work mates, or those you see at sporting events, and see if you could give or 
mail them an invitation to Asbury? That by itself would be wonderful! If you would like to take 
one more step, you could follow up with a call, telling them that you would meet them at the 
service and sit with them. 

Listed below is the schedule for our December events. There are many things happening that 
will enrich your own Advent and Christmas experience and deepen your faith in Jesus Christ. Mark 
your calendar and be blessed. Invite a friend or two and be a blessing to others. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Layloni , Ray, Peter, Phillip, and Alysha  
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December 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 AM Childrenõs Christmas Pageant  
  òThe Living Crecheó 
 4:00 PM Youth Progressive Dinner 
 4:00 PM Blue Chirstmas Service at St.  
  Luke Lutheran (see page 3) 
December 24: Christmas Eve 
 2:00 PM Tea 
 5:00 PM Blended Service with Creative  
  Kids  
 6:30 PM Acts 2 Service 
 8:00 PM Traditional Service with Wesley  
  Choir  
 11:00 PM Traditional Service with Chancel 
  Choir 
December 31: New Yearõs Eve 
 2:00-3:00 PM and 6:00-7:00 PM Come and 
  Go Communion 

Coming Home for Christmas 
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United Methodist Women  
 

Unit Meeting,  
December 3, 9:00 AM 

Hospitality Room 
Program: Advent: Together at the Table 

Come and find out what makes these persons distinct from 
the whole group of characters in the Christmas story. 

 (Mary, angels, shepherds, Herod, wise persons) 
Leaders: Mary Swigert and Arlene Davidson 

Helen Jo Satterwhite, UMW conference officer, will install 
our local officers. 

Lunch to follow: Deborah Circle hostess. 
Those with last name A - M bring a side dish or salad; 

with last name N - Z bring meat or hot casserole. 
We wish you a Merrry Christmas! 

Please join in the fellowship. Childcare provided 
 

ñAnn Plante 
 

Music  
 

College Students: Join Us! 
 

Last year we almost doubled the size of the youth choir 
(Wesley Singers) by having college-age young adults join us in 
the choir loft. It was great! 

This year we would like to invite all college-age young 
adults to join us for rehearsal on December 24, at 7:15 PM, in 
the choir room. The service will begin at 8:00 PM. If youõre in 
town and available, weõll also rehearse about thirty minutes on 
Sunday, December 20, at 12:15 PM, following the late 
traditional service. 

We would love to have all of you join us as you come 
home to Asbury for Christmas. 
 

Christmas Cantata 
 

This yearõs Christmas Cantata, òHear the Prophets,ó will 
be presented in the traditional services on December 13, at 
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM. This Cantata is based on a service of 
lessons and carols by Joseph Martin. Our Minister of Music, 
Allen Webner, has replaced several of the pieces with some 
by various composers such as Don Besig, Keith Hampton, 
Allen Pote, George Frideric Handel, Paul Sjolund, and Daniel 
Gawthorp. There will be featured soloists, handbells, flute, 
oboe, and piano. Plan now to make the Cantata a special part 
of your Advent/ Christmas season. 
 

ñAllen Webner 

Youth Ministry  
 

Thank you, everyone, for supporting us in gathering 
clothing and personal items for our adopted families. We 
were able to provide each family member with a box of 
clothes, a pair of shoes, a winter coat, new socks and 
underwear, and basic personal and household items. We 
could not have done this without your help! Our mission 
with them ends on Dec. 13, when we will travel to meet 
them and share our faith. Each family member will receive 
an age-appropriate Bible. 

Thanks, also, for supporting our silent auctionñboth 
those who donated items and services and those who plan 
to bid on them. Please contact Kathy ASAP if you won an 
item and donõt pick it up right away. Funds raised help the 
youth attend mission trips. This year, weõll go to McCurdy 
School in Española, NM. 

Finally, thank you to all the adults who help with the 
youth program! From those bringing snack supper, driving 
the youth around, and helping with the silent auction and 
other fundraisers, to those who help during our meeting 
times and pray for usñthank you! 

Baby Sitting for Santa: (December 12, 9:00 AM -1:00 
PM and Dec. 19, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM) Need time to shop or see 
a movie? Need someone to watch your children? Sign up 
and bring them to the church! Donations will be accepted. 
Hotdogs will be provided, as well as a movie for the older 
children. Contact Kathy for more information or to help. 
 

Upcoming Youth Events: 
December 5: Service projects for our families 
December 6: UMYF 5:00-7:00 PM 
December 12: Baby Sitting for Santa 9:00 AM-1:00  PM 
December 13: Delivering our Faith (after 2nd service), UMYF 
 5:00-7:00 PM 
December 19: Baby Sitting for Santa 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
December 20: Progressive Dinner 4:00 PM (NO UMYF) 
December 27: NO UMYF 
 

ñKathy Salazar 
 

Children  
 

Christmas is not complete without a childrenõs 
Christmas pageant. On Sunday, December 20, at 10:00 AM 
in the Sanctuary, Asburyõs Creative Kids will present òThe 
Living Cr¯che.ó It is the Christmas story in scripture, legend 
and song. The congregation will participate in many of the 
songs. 

ñSue Campbell 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a 

priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 



Brown Jello 
By Laurie Carlson 

 

 So many smiling faces and well-behaved children adorn the pages of magazines at 
this time of year. They seem to say that you, too, can create food worthy of a chef, make 
clever Martha Stewart d®cor, and wrap packages that Macyõs would envy. In other words, 
you can have a òperfectó Christmas. 
 Yeah, right. If your Christmases are anything like mine, itõs less Norman Rockwell 
and more unscripted You-tube. 
 For example, although Iõm usually a pretty good cook, I can mess up grandly with 
simple stuff like Jello. Most years when the kids were growing up, I made a light dessert 
with separate layers of red and green gelatin, separated by a creamy layer of Cool-Whip. 
òChristmas Jello,ó I called it. But a couple of times the layers flowed into each other, 
creating a cola-brown gunk of mixed cherry and lime flavors. We ate it anyway. To this 
day, I get teased about it, even though I managed to perfect it in succeeding years. 
 Another year, when my husband and I were fighting bad colds, we chose a sturdy 

piñon to be our Christmas treeña little too sturdy, it turned out. Its fat trunk didnõt fit our usual stand, so I bought a new 
one, a strange contraption with chains and an industrial-looking water pan. The tree wasnõt quite balanced, either, with 
heavier branches on one side, and perhaps the cut at the base wasnõt square. One night, all groggy from cold medicine, we 
were awakened by our daughter, who heard the tree fall down. By some miracle, none of the ornaments broke and the room 
wasnõt damaged. As we stared at the sideways tree, she asked if she should at least unplug itñfortunately she wasnõt sick and 
had a clear head! I considered leaving it sideways for the rest of the season, but that was too weird even for our family. 
Instead, we cut the tree to a point where the trunk was narrower, gave it a flatter base, and put it in our old, reliable tree 
stand. Redecorated, the shortened tree looked just fine and no one who came to the house knew the difference. 
People arenõt always in the best of moods, either. There was the time that one of the kids told the other that Santa 

hadnõt come (not true!), which elicited many anxious wails and cries, followed by someone getting sent to their room! Weõve 
been snowed in, had roof leaks with water pouring in on Christmas Eve, and had painstakingly, hand-folded luminarias blow 
away. One year, some presents were mixed-upñno tagsñby a relative who swore she could remember what was in each box. 
It rapidly lost its humor after opening up the fourth box of someone elseõs underwear and socks. 

But what the heckñwe were together and weathered it all, and that was most important. Those brown-Jello moments 
werenõt disasters, they gave us a unique history as a family. Perfection, in my opinion, is overrated. I try to remember that 
God loves us in spite of our flaws; perhaps we should embrace that thought as well. 
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Hanging of the Greens  
 

Our theme this year is òComing Home for Christmas.ó Listed below is the 
schedule for Hanging of the Greens on Sunday, November 29. 

4:00 Chrismon and Carols Service 
5:00 Decorate 

Hospitality Room activities for all ages: make ornaments, candy garlands, 
placemats, and wrap òpresentsó for the tree. 

Set up for dinner in West Hall and set out food. 

Deck the halls and Acts 2 with homemade decorations. 

Browse for treasures at the Youth Auction 
6:00 PM Dinner 

Baked Potatoes and toppings provided 

Bring a pot of soup, salad or dessert to share 

Close of Youth Auction and results announced 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  
 

Not everyone finds this time of year 
to be happy. Some people find themselves 
in difficult circumstances. Asbury UMC, 
along with Covenant Presbyterian, will 
participate in a Blue Christmas Service to 
be held at St. Luke Lutheran Church. The 
service is especially for those needing 
comfort and will offer a time of prayer 
and remembrance in preparation for 
Christmas. This special service will be 
held on December 20, at 4:00 PM. St. 
Luke is located at 9100 Menaul NE, 
between Wyoming and Eubank. 

ñPat Gallaher 



Looking for Creative Christmas Gift Ideas? 
 

Give a child or youth the experience of a lifetime! Consider sending a young person in your life to one of these amazing 
summer camps this summer: 
 

Senior High Weekend Camp (NEW!): June 10-13, 2010. Camp Dean: Aaron Scarbrough, Sacramento Methodist 
Assembly 

Younger Childrenõs Camp: June 11-13, 2010. Camp Dean: TBA 

Music Camp (NEW!): June 13-18, 2010. Camp Dean: Rev. David Madara, Trinity UMC-Albuquerque 

Mid-High Camp: June 21-25, 2010. Camp Dean: Laura Ralston, Central UMC-Albuquerque 

Senior High Camp: June 21-25, 2010. Camp Dean: Jachin Ford, St. Markõs UMC-El Paso 

Youth Backpacking Adventure: June 27-July 2, 2010. Camp Dean: Rev. Melissa Madara, Asbury UMC-Albuquerque 

Elementary Camp: July 12-16, 2010. Camp Dean: Rev. Kim Kinsey, Christ UMC-Albuquerque 
 

All camps, with the exception of the Youth Backpacking Adventure, are held at the Sacramento Methodist Assembly, a 
beautiful campground in the Sacramento Mountains (approximately 30 miles southeast of Cloudcroft). The location for the 
Youth Backpacking Adventure is determined in the spring, based on weather and fire conditions, but usually takes place in 
one of New Mexicoõs beautiful wilderness areas. For information on ages, pricing, registration, etc., contact Sacramento 
Methodist Assembly at 1-800-667-3414 or visit their website at www.sacramentoassembly.org, or talk to one of your pastors. 
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Welcome to the Asbury Library this Christmas season.  
 

Are you looking for ways to make your home a 
welcoming place this Christmas season? There are more than 
150 books in the Asbury Library that can do just that. We 
have Christmas activity books, books about Christmas 
traditions from around the world, and of course, Christmas 
stories for all ages. We also have several video cassettes and 
DVDs. 
 

New Christmas Books in the Asbury Library 
 

Adult: 
Simply Christmas by Pamela Dowd, Wanda Luttrell, and 
 Christine Lynxwiler. Anonymous donation 
 

Childrenõs Non-Fiction 
The Little Drummer Boy by Ezra Jack Keats 
 

Easy 
Christmas Mouseling by Dori Chaconas and Susan Kathleen 
 Hartung 
 

New in the Asbury Library: 
 

Adult: 
Discover Paradise: A Guidebook to Heaven, Your True 
 Home by David Jerimiah. Anonymous donation 

Library News 
     By Pat Phipps, librarian 

Generous Living: Finding 
 Contentment Through Giving by 
 Ron Blue. Donated by Dave and 
 Kim Stephens 
The Storytellerõs Companion to the Bible: Daniel and 
 Revelation by Michael E. Williams, Rick Lowery and 
 Fred A. Shaw 
Fire in the Soul: A Prayer Book for the Later Years by 
 Richard Lyon Morgan. Donated by Dolly Hodsgon in 
 memory of Sarah Hein 
 

Easy 
Bat Jamboree by Kathi Appelt and Melissa Sweet. In honor 
 of the baptism of Bryn Aisling Wilson 
 

Childrenõs Non-Fiction 
We Gather Together by Wendy Pfeffer and Linda Bleck. In 
 honor of the baptism of Shayla Freirich 
 

Junior Fiction 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw by Jeff Kinney. 
 Donated by Adam Gammill 
 

DVD 
They Like Jesus But Not the Church by Dan Kimball. 
 Donated by the Trailblazers SS Class 

http://www.sacramentoassembly.org

