
 

In With the New 
 

The Wise Men saw a star in the East. They followed it day and night for two years until they 
arrived in Bethlehem. There they opened their treasures and worshiped the king. On the first 
Sunday in January, we will celebrate this momentous arrival. 
Weõll also celebrate the arrival of a new worship service. At 9:45 AM on Sunday mornings, 

weõll start having a praise and worship service, concluding at 10:30 AM. During this 45-minute 
informal, modified service, weõll use the The Faith We Sing and sing other praise songs. The music 
will be played on the piano, under the leadership of Allen Webner. Weekly communion will be 
offered. It will be held in the Sanctuary. 

Why start a new service? Our traditional services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM are filling up. Statistics 
show that when a worship service attendance hits 60 to 80 percent of its capacity, then people tend 
not to invite their friends or coworkers because it feels too full. 

The time of this service is also really important. Again, statistics show that families with 
school-age children tend to prefer a worship service that starts sometime during the 9:00 hour. Itõs 
not as early or rushed as weekday mornings, when everyone gets ready and out the door for work 
and school, and it doesnõt run too late. By noon, the day feels half-gone, and there are many things 
that young families want to do. I understand that there are older families who like a 9:45 start time 
as well. 

So, new yearñnew worship service. Many of us think about the new things we want to get 
into as we start another year. It is said that we live in a spiritually hungry world, that we desire 
meaning and substance that canõt be bought, eaten, worn or obtained from the physical world. 
Letõs fill ourselves with what really matters! 

Will you be in prayer about the 9:45 service? Pray, too for those whom you could inviteñand 
consider attending it yourself. 

Grace and much peace for 2010! 

 

Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor  

 

P.S. Our regular services will not change times in January. They are Saturday nights at 6:30 PM 
(Contemporary), Sunday mornings 8:30 and 11:00 AM (Traditional), and 11:00 AM (Contemporary). 
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Goodbye, Old Year! 
 

Old Year! upon the Stage  
 of Time 
You stand to bow your 
 last adieu; 
A moment, and the  
 prompters chime 
Will ring the curtain down  
 on you. 
 

ñRobert W. Service 



 

January 10, Baptism of the Lord/First Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 

Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

January 17, Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10 (UMH 771) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
 

January 24, Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
 

January 31, Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

 

Save the Date!  
 

Albuquerque Finishers Forum, a program designed to 
help local congregations get involved in local and 
international missions, will meet on Friday evening, Apr. 23, 
and all day Saturday, Apr. 24. The Forum brings 
participants and mission organizations together to assist 
churchesõ visions for transforming lives through Jesus 
Christ. The Albuquerque Forum will be held at Hope 
Evangelical Free Church on 4710 Juan Tabo NE. Call me,  
Frank Newcomer, at 291-0299 for further information. 
 

ñFrank Newcomer 

 

Church Women United  
  

On January 8, 2010, CWU will meet here at Asbury. 
Registration and coffee begins at 9:30 AM, the program, 
òKeeping Yourself Safe in Todayõs World,ó at 10:00 AM. 
Honora Langwell, a volunteer for the Sandoval County 
Sheriffõs office, and a detective will be giving the presentation 
on personal safety. Everyone is welcome! 

As a mission project, items for the APS Title I program 
for the homeless will be collected. Needed are spiral 
notebooks, glue, crayons, pens, pencils, erasers, tissues, 
backpacks, non-perishable food items, etc. 
 

ñMary Swigert 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a 

priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 
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January Lectionary 
 

January 1, New Year's Day 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 

Revelation 21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31-46 
 

January 3, Epiphany Sunday 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795) 

Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 6, Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795) 

Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 

Wanda Stahl to be Honored 
 

Wanda Stahl came to Asbury in 1962 and joined a Sunday school class. She really enjoyed the class, but then the teacher 
moved away. It just was not the same anymore, so she started helping as the Sunday school secretary. Almost 50 years later, 
Wanda continues to hang bags on the classroom doors and take attendance. Her record-keeping remains sharp: She adds all 
the figures in her head. Ask her and sheõll tell you: The largest attendance record since 1990 was 200 on December 8, 1996. 
On that particular Sunday there were 72 children, 46 youth and 82 adults in Sunday school classes! 
Wanda does a lot of walking between the classrooms and she also walks to church. Itõs a little easier now that we have a 

new, connected building--she doesnõt have to go outside to the old Williams building anymore. Over the years, Wanda has 
seen many kids grow up in Sunday School and watched many adult classes come and go. Some classes lasted a long time. The 
Trailblazers, for example, started with young couples and some of them are now retired. 
Wanda, however, has decided itõs time for her to retire as Sunday school secretary. She just turned 85 years young. 

During one Sunday in January, Asbury will recognize Wanda in worship services and in Sunday school for all her years of 
dedicated service. Alice Holck will officially assume the duties of Sunday school secretary and would love some help. Stop by 
the desk in the Atrium and visit with Wanda and Alice. 
We are thankful for Wanda and wish her well in retirement. But we donõt want to let her go yet. Maybe she can start 

teaching. After all, Aunt Clara Manka taught until she was just shy of 100. 
 

ñSue Campbell 



Asbury Ministries 
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United Methodist Women  
 

Rethink UMW:  
Weõre changingéJoin us! 

 

To appeal to a wider array of women, Asburyõs United 
Methodist Women is changing its unit meeting times to 
include Sunday afternoons every other month. 

The first of these Sunday meetings will be on January 3, 
2010. The meeting will start at 12:30 PM in Classroom 1, 
which is across from the main kitchen in the West Hall. 

The meeting will include lunchña òpotato bashó 
provided by Elizabeth Circleñand a program planned by 
Melissa Maher and Irma Caskey to encourage interaction 
across age groups. 

Women of all ages are welcome. We need you! We hope 
you will come and be a part of our new adventure as we get 
better acquainted with each other. 

As part of the program, we will have a Focus Image 
table where each person can display an item that represents a 
significant event in their life. (Example: report card, yearbook, 
wedding ring, photographs, craft.) 

Babysitters will be provided. Call Melissa (323-9730) to 
arrange childcare or to RSVP for the meeting. If you have any 
other questions, please call Melissa or Irma (298-1146).  

Please note: Sunday meetings will alternate with the 
unitõs traditional Thursday morning meetings. Circle meetings 
will remain the same. 
 

ñMelissa Maher and Irma Caskey 
 

 

 

Music  
 

Pulpit Exchange with Rio Rancho AME Church 
 

You will all remember last yearõs experience with the Rio 
Rancho AME Church. They came here to Asbury and their 
pastor, Rev. Jesse Dompreh, preached; their men's quartet 
sang; all had a great time. 

Then, on the evening of Palm Sunday, we in turn went 
to Rio Rancho where our own Melissa Madara preached and 
our Wesley Singers and Chancel Choir sang several numbers. 

We have invited the AME congregation to again be our 
guests at Asbury on Sunday, January 17. 

Rev. Jesse Dompreh will preach again, our choirs will 
sing, their folks will sing, and weõll all sing together! January 
17 is Martin Luther Kingõs birthday. What a great way to 

remember this great leader! 
Plan on attending a wonderful, spirit-filled service. 

 

ñAllen Webner 
 

 

Youth Ministry  
 

The Importance of Youth Fundraising 
 

Ever wonder why the youth have so many 
fundraisersñand what the money is used for? 

Any trips the youth participate in are paid for by the 
youth or their families. They pay for the cost of the camp/
mission project, their transportation and meals, and the 
expenses of the adult chaperones.  

In order to help them from having large expenses for 
the trips, the youth work to raise the funds themselves. 
After each fundraiser, the youth tithe 10% back to Asbury. 
The remainder of the money is then divided evenly among 
the youth who participated.  

We greatly appreciate all the support the Asbury family 
gives to our program! Next time you participate in an 
Asbury UMYF fundraiser, remember you are not only 
getting a great item or service, but you are also helping our 
youth develop into loving and caring disciples of Christ! 
 

Youth Calendar: 
January 3, 3:00-4:00 pm: Youth Council 
 5:00-7:00 pm: UMYF 
 Registration forms and $30 due for CCYM. You must 
 sign up to attend. Total cost is $130. Adult chaperones 
 are needed. See the bulletin board for more 
 information. 
January 10: No UMYF 
January 17: Asbury/AME pulpit exchange (time TBA) 
February 6, 8:30am-1pm-ish: Work with Mission 
 Committee and help move furniture and household 
 items to families in need (from Love INC). 
February 12-14: CCYM.  
March 5-7: ROC (camp for youth in middle school). Sign 
 up now! When registration forms are available, you will 
 need to fill one out and include a registration fee to 
 secure your place. 
June 6-12: Summer Mission Trip to McCurdy School: The 
 cost per person will be $250.00, which includes your 
 lodging, meals and transportation. 
 

ñKathy Salazar 

ASBURY TRAILS is a monthly publication of Asbury UMC, 10,000 Candelaria NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor; 

Laurie Carlson, editor. Opinions expressed in articles with bylines are those of the individual authors and may not reflect the opinions held by the 

church. Please e-mail articles by the 10th of the preceding month to trailseditor@comcast.net or leave typed, double-spaced articles in the Trails 

mailbox at the church. 

 This issueôs contributors are: Sue Campbell, Irma Caskey, Laurie Carlson, Layloni Drake, Melissa Maher, Frank Newcomer, Pat Phipps, 

Kathy Salazar, Mary Swigert, and Allen Webner. 

© 2010 Asbury United Methodist Church  
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ò50 Life Lessonsó  
by Regina Brett, 53-year old Pulitzer Prize finalist and columnist of The Plain Dealer, Cleveland. 

Thanks to Marian Ryan for bringing this in! 
 

1. Life isnõt fair, but itõs still good. 
2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 
4. Donõt take yourself so seriously. No one else does. 
5. Pay off your credit cards every month. 
6. You donõt have to win every argument. Agree to disagree. 
7. Cry with someone. Itõs more healing than crying alone. 
8. Itõs OK to get angry with God. He can take it. 
9. Save for retirement starting with your first paycheck. 
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 
11. Make peace with your past so it wonõt screw up the present. 
12. Itõs OK to let your children see you cry. 
13. Donõt compare your life to othersõ. You have no idea what their journey is all about. 
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldnõt be in it. 
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But donõt worry; God never blinks. 
16. Life is too short for long pity parties. Get busy living, or get busy dying. 
17. You can get through anything if you stay put in today. 
18. A writer writes. If you want to be a writer, write. 
19. Itõs never too late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to you and no 
one else. 
20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, donõt take no for an answer. 
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie. Donõt save it for a special 
occasion. Today is special. 
22. Overprepare, then go with the flow. 
23. Be eccentric now. Donõt wait for old age to wear purple. 
24. The most important sex organ is the brain. 
25. No one is in charge of your happiness except you. 
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words: òIn five years, will this matter?ó 
27. Always choose life. 
28. Forgive everyone everything. 
29. What other people think of you is none of your business. 
30. Time heals almost everything. Give time time. 
31. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 
32. Your job wonõt take care of you when you are sick. Your friends will. Stay in touch. 
33. Believe in miracles. 
34. God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didnõt do. 
35. Whatever doesnõt kill you really does make you stronger. 
36. Growing old beats the alternativeñdying young. 
37. Your children get only one childhood. Make it memorable. 
38. Read the Psalms. They cover every human emotion. 
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere. 
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone elseõs, weõd grab ours back. 
41. Donõt audit life. Show up and make the most of it now. 
42. Get rid of anything that isnõt useful, beautiful or joyful. 
43. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 
44. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 
45. The best is yet to come. 
46. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up. 
47. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind. 
48. If you donõt ask, you donõt get. 
49. Yield. 
50. Life isnõt tied with a bow, but itõs still a gift. 



New Nursery Director Needed!  
 

We have an  immediate opening 
for the position of Nursery Director. 
Primary duties include providing safe 
and Christian nursery care for Asbury 
groups, overseeing nursery staff, and 
serving as a liaison between nursery 
team, pastors and staff. 

If interested, please call the 
church office or leave a resume in the 
SPRC box at the church. 

Words to Live By  
 

Some anonymous wise person penned the following directions for living 
without bringing pain to others or oneself: òYou will never be sorryñfor thinking 
before acting, for hearing before judging, for forgiving your enemies, for being 
candid and frank, for helping a fallen brother, for being honest in business, for 
thinking before speaking, for being loyal to God and the church, for standing by 
your principles, for refusing to participate in gossip, for holding your words when 
tempted to demean another, for not entertaining impure or hateful thoughts, for 
sympathizing with the afflicted, for being courteous and kind to all.ó 
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 New Year, A New Book to Read  
 

I heard a person remark recently, òWow, Asbury has a 
library? I didnõt know that!ó 
Asburyõs library started in 1962 as a small cart of books, 

which were moved around to various locations within the 
church. The library has relocated several times and grown 
over the years. We now have more than 5,300 books, videos, 
DVDs, CDs, and audio books for readers, watchers and 
listeners of all ages. In addition to religious books, we have 
biographies, books about history, travel, arts & crafts, 
parenting, and of course, fiction. Use the computer in the 
library to search for books in the online card catalog. You can 
also search the catalog from your home computer by visiting 
the church website www.asburyabq.org and clicking 
òLibraryóõ on the home page. 

Located in the far northeast corner of the building, the 
Asbury library is self-service. You are welcome to visit and 
check out a book anytime the building is open. The door may 
be closed and the lights off, but the library is always open. 
Just come in, turn on the light and make yourself at home. 

I encourage each of you to visit the Asbury library and 
check out just one book this year. Iõm pretty sure that if you 
check out one, you will discover what the library has to offer 
and will want to check out others. 

Library News 
   By Pat Phipps, librarian 

 

New in the Asbury Library: 
 

Adult: 
Mistaken Identity by Don & Susie Van 
 Ryn and Newell, Colleen & Whitney Cerak with Mark 
 Tabb. Loaned to the Asbury Library by Kay Martinez. 
 

Easy 
Thanksgiving Story by Alice Dalgliesh and Helen Sewell. A 
 Caldecott Honor Book 
Turkey for Thanksgiving by Eve Bunting and Diane 
 DeGroat 
Albuquerque Turkey by B. G. Ford and Lucinda McQueen 
My First Thanksgiving by Tomi DePaola 
 

Childrenõs Non-Fiction 
Pilgrims of Plimoth by Marcia Sewall 
 

Junior Fiction 
Rattling Chains and Other Stories for Children by Nasario 
 Garcia. This is a Bilingual English/Spanish book. 
 

CD-ROM 
2008 Book of Discipline/2008 Book of Resolutions 

Dear Asbury, 
 

It has been three months now since Mark moved his place of residence from Tulsa to Heaven. I know he is totally well 
and is happy beyond imagination or description, and for that I am extremely grateful. However, my heart still aches for his 
presence with me. During those times when my sadness seems unbearable, one of the ways in which I find solace is by 
reading throughñagainñthe many notes and cards we received from you during and after his battle. You need to know that 
your words of encouragement were very special to Mark, and your cards and notes of sympathy brought comfort to me then 
and continue to do so even now. Each of you provided for us an enormous measure of strength by the love you shared via 
the US Postal Service. Mail delivery was the highlight of our days. And that gift goes on, each time I re-read your thoughts . . 
. . . Please express my appreciation to the Asbury staff and to the Care Ministry for the cards they sent to Mark, as well as for 
their prayers on our behalf. Asbury was very special to Mark, and he was blessed by the many members of the Asbury 
congregation who let him know of their concern for him during his illness, so please tell them òthank youó as well. God 
Bless!ñAnn Dorff 
 

(Mark Dorff was Asburyôs senior pastor from 1969-1973.) 

http://www.asburyabq.org
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

Come Worship With Us! 
 

Traditional services: 

Sunday mornings 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 AM 
 

NEW! Prayer and Worship service: 

Sunday mornings 9:45 AM  

 

Contemporary services: 

Saturday evenings 6:30 PM 

Sunday mornings 11:00 AM 
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