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Join a Tradition with Deep Meaning

The season of Lent is almost upon us. You may ask why we celebrate such a time. Does t
Bible require us to do that?

No, it doesndt . A theRible that Hesus @dibs oflmarkyt a me n t
different special occasions and seasons of celebration.
Passover, the celebration of freedom from captivity, is a
holy week that is mentioned in Numbers 15:41 and
Exodus 13:3. Shavuot, the giving of the law at Mount
Sinai, can be found in Exodus 19 and 20. A third
celebration is the Sukkoth, a harvest festival that is
found in Exodus 23:16. For the Sukkoth, people put
branches around little le@s, which in turn were
called festival booths in the New Testament.

For all these special holy days, a season of
preparation was required. This usually involved earnest
prayer and repentance. For example, before Moses

A @'% went up the mountain to get the Ten
S y Commandments, everyone sanctified themselves
by fasting, abstaining from marital relations, and
of course, praying. (For more information, see
e n e S a.y The Jewish Holidays: a Guide and Commentary
in the church library.)

, too, have season of preparation fo
approxmately six weeks long. Durlng Lent, we spend time studying the basic teachings of Jest
his life, death, and resurrection.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, and this year it falls on February 17. Why dc
we use ashes? Again, the Bible tells us Job sat in ashes to repent from his sins. The people of
Nineveh repented when Jonah arrived to preach about returning to God. The book of Jonah als
tells us that they put on sackcloth and ashes as a sign of repentance. The modern practice of
mar king a cross in ashes on s o-siadny8iblisal f or e
tradition.

| want to invite you to come to the Ash Wednesday Service on February 1#@yalt ivD
be a special and deeply meaningful service to begin our season of preparation for Easter, whic
celebrates the glorious resurrection of our living Lord, Jesus Christ.

i Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor

Brown Bag Lenten Study

Join Al an Stemm and Don Jerome in the Lei
presents the church as a family, with God the Father as the head of the household. The series v
begin Mar. 3, Wednesday, at noon, and run for five weeks. Bring a Bible and a lunch, and plan t
spend an hour of your Wednesdays with us.

fi Don Jerome
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ONot hing but Netso

If you could save a life for only $10, would you do it?

Every 30 seconds a child in Africa dies from malaria, a deadly but treatabl
disease that kills over a million people a year. As a church, we can do
something about this. Asbury has been asked to contribute 300 mosquito nets
to fight the spread of malaria in impoverished African communities. For only
$10.00 a net, we can pay for enough nets to save hundreds of lives.

How is that possible? The insectigigigregnated nets can be used for
several years, and several children or an entire family can sleep under just on
net. A donation of $10 can go a long ways!

All the churches in the New Mexico and Northwest Texas Annual
Conference have been asked to participate. We can help! Your Missions
Outreach Team (formerly, the Missions Committee) will provide 100 of those
nets. Can you help with the remaining 200? There will be a special offering

\ during worship services on Februarg4.3Checks made payable to Asbury
: UMC or $10 in a marked envelope will be gratefully accepted. Be sure to note
h that the contribution is intended f
Since we use an existing administrative structure within the greater Unitec
Methodist churchonehundred percemf your gift will be used to send a net and save a life. Please give all you can to thi
urgent need.

fi Frank Newcomer

StandUpandBeCounfieBut Dondt Be FooO

Itdés that time again, for the U~ ~ ’ ' to
accurate a count as they can. These statistics are important, as they deter » ;
planning for new hospitals, schools, roads, senior centers, and more.

Most people will be mailed a form in February or March. It will have 1C
guestions on it, asking for details like name, date of birth, race, home owne
and household members. If you receive a form, fill it out and send itin as s
possible. If you do so, no Census worker will come to your home later in th
(April-July).

If you do meet up with a Census worker, he or she will have a governr
issued ID, a handheld computer, and a 2010 Census bag. They have unde
FBI background check and been fingerprinted. They will not ask to be let ir
home. They also wondét solicit don

They also will NOT ask about any bank account information, social se
numbers, credit card numbers, citizenship or immigration status, exact sale
codes, passwords, or other similar detailed personal inforfrtegiofficial
Census will NOT come through your emaily requests you get through emai
bogus and should be reportedtdo.fraud.reporting@census.gov

Some people may receive a more detailed study: These are called the
Community Survey, the Current Population Survey, and the SIPP. Again, nu
personal financial information will be requested; if salary is requested, it will be in a range.

For more information, please goftiip://2010.census.gov/2010censuBé counted, but be safe!

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Churchis to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,
and to raise up a new generation of Christians.
As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the worted.a/fe@tbha
Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every persoimgtbtexsris a
priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs.
Asbury practices the fiopen hearts, open minds, open dbhtoleasndo pol
more about the Christian faith.
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Asbury Trails

Boy Scouts 16@ear Anniversary

Lord Robert BadeRowell (1851941) was a lieutenayaneral in the British Army who loved hiki
and camping in the wilderness. He wrote a small handbook for soldiefisdsaite@coutingt became s
popular among teachers and youth leaders that he rewrote it with young peopl&dowmingl for Boys
was immediately a basller and led to the establishment of many Boy Scout groups in England.

Soon afterward, scouting groups began popping up across America. Churches were so sup
t hat Aemaetifdoc hur ches
The official beginning of Scoutlng in America was February 8, 1910. Boy Scout Sunday is r [ “
the United Methodist Church in worship services on February 14. Boy Scouts of all ages are en F

the movement 0s

wear their uniforms that day.
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Clean-up Day!

Come and join us for a Sweetheg
CleanUp Saturday on February 13,
starting at 9:08M. In fact, come a littl
early and have breakfast at 8\&0
wedl | provide al
child care will be available. Painting,
landscape pruning and clean up, as
as general cleaning of the Church w
on the agenda. No experience requi

Please register on the sign
sheets located in the breezeway or €
us atwww.church@asburyabg.sg
we know how many to expect for
breakfast.

i Willie West

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

The annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
will be held on
February 16, a
6:00PMin the
West Hall. If

up sweets and
fat for Lent,
then you
Tuesdayo with yU
sausage. The dinner will be followe
by some pancake races and the
pancake toss.

better

Prayers and Pilates

Prayer and Pilates is a class to get
your mind at ease and body in shape
during Lent. Come and spend one
hour a week during Lent to get you
motivated. Pilates is designed to
strengthen the body core. It begins
Thursday, February 18, at 1x@0in
the West Hall. All you need is
comfortable clothes and a towel or
mat. No experience is needed. The
class will meet through March 25.
Contact Sue Campbell with any
questions: 299643.

Alpha is Back!

Join us for dinner and a movie at @0n February 15, as we launch our next Alpha course. If you have not yet bee
through Alpha, please come! Whether you have taken Alpha or not, invite a friend (preferably from outside the church)
is an amazing opportunity to engage some of the hard questions of life and faith in a-thaeatenorg environment
(with an absolutely mouttatering dinner included). For questions or to RSVP, please contact Chris Jungré@itat 271
or c.jungmannl0@comcast.r@hildcare will be provided.

H ‘%:'r ————————————————— b |
Special Grocery Cards i Communtty i

Do you shop at Albertsons? Thel vimeansa gresz Se8) live
bar code on them which will give back 1% of your purchase to our churc : :
Asbury has ordered a number of Albertsons cards which will be distribui | I
when they come in. But in the meantime, feel free to use the temporary | Asbury United Methodist Church |
printed here. All proceeds that come from the use of these cards will go : l"| ” |I|I I“ III ||I" :
to Shared Ministries. I I
|___490010 24555 __ |

ASBURY TRAILS is a monthly publication of Asbury UMC, 10,000 Candelaria NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor;
Laurie Carlson, editor. Opinions expressed in articles with bylines are those of the individual authors and may rot ogfileicints held by the
church. Please-mail articles by the 10th of the preceding monthradseditor@comcast.ner leave typed, doublgpaced articles in the Trails

mailbox at the church.
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Asbury Ministries

United Methodist Women

Our February unit meeting will be the call to Praye
SeliDeni al This year 6s emg
maintenance of mission buildings. Our offering will go
physical upkeep of both national and international miss
Please bring a picture of such a building and your offer

February 4, 9:004
in the Hospitality Room.
All are welcome!

fi Kay Martinez

Our scholarship singer, Darci Lobdell, has departe
Graz, Austria, for a semg
her place, webOre privile
Virginia is also a vibrant redhead and has an equally bg¢
voice. She is a senior at UNM, majoring in vocal
performance. Welcome, Virginia!

This is still a great time to join the music ministry td
There are lots of ways to get involved: handbells, voca
keyboard, instrumental, and music library.

Call Allen at the church (20643) if God is leading y

toward the music ministry. .

New members this month in the Chancel Choir arg
Elizabeth Graham, soprano; Suzanne Dawson, alto & |
Michelle Palmer, soprano. In the Asbury Bells, we havd
gained Elizabeth Graham.

Pray about your role in the ministries of Asbury, an
consider joining us in musical praise!

fi Allen Webner

Youth Ministry
Lasso yo' Luvva

Do yadl |l enjoy eatind?
join us on Friday, February 19, for an evening of excell
food and music! Asburyds
adults) will provide all you need to have a counry i n
time. Childcare (which includes a small meal) will be
provided. There is no fee for this event; however, we w

greatly appreciate it if everyone who plans on attending
would pick up a ticket so we know how many people to

cook for. ALL are welcome! Donations will be graciously ,
accepted all money earned will help support the yout ofi P
their summer mission trip to McCurdy School. Check the
bulletin for more information.

UMYF DATES:

February 6: (8:3W-afternoon) Mission work for
Love Inc. Wedll be supporti
mission project. Those who have trucks will need to bring
them. Come dressed to work (moving furniture and boxes)
and with hearts open!

Feb. 6(7:309:00pM) UMYF Along with other activities,

we 0| | di scuss the Sweeg hlk
Feb. 7NO UMYF er .
Feb. 1214.CCYM
Feb. 14O UMYF
Feb. 195 weet heartds Dinner and

Feb 21UMYF (5:067:00rPm)
Feb. 28JMYF (5:007:00pPm)
March Z1AME Pulpit exchange. Time TBA

fi Kathy Salazar

The youth contributed $205 out of their earnings to
Shared Ministries last Fall. Thanks to our industrious and
generous youth!

Childrends Ministries
Creative Kids

We are awaiting a final decision by the Albuquerque
Public Schools about not having early dismissal for
elementary students on Wednesdays beginning next fall.
The Creative Kids progr a®moIm
ministry on Wednesday afternoons for the last eight years.
The families and staff of the Creative Kids will be consulted®
soon to make a decision about the future of the program.
Please be in prayer for this ministry at Asbury.

fi Sue Campbell

Albertson's Stamps

A big THANK YOU to all who
donated stamps for kitchenware. We
have over 30 pots and pans and angthéer
six on order. A set of seven pots and

February Lectionary

43)

pans were kept f
while the rest were given to Peacefu| 6:16, 1621
Habitation.

Once again, thank you all for
making this possible.
fi Ann Plante

4:113

Feb. 7tsaiah 6:113; Psalm 138 (UMH 853); 1 Corinthians115:1 uke 5:11
Feb. 14Exodus 34:235; Psalm 99 (UMH 819); 2 Corinthiansdd:P2 Luke 9:286 (37

oFeb. 1AcellR:6R,r131 6 Rsalnk5i-17 @JMH7A5); 2 Corinthians 5:861.0; Matthew
Feb. 21Deuteronomy 26:11; Psalm 912, 916 (UMH 810); Romans 10:88; Luke

Feb. 28Genesis 15:12, 1718; Psalm 27 (UMH 758): Philippians@tl7 Luke 13:335



Library News

By Pat Phipps, librarian

Most of the new books in the library this month are
of the United Methodist
2010. The Womenods Divisi
General Board of Global Ministries recommends a sele
of books each year. These books are chosen to broade
exposure to a variety of concepts concerning missions,
action, and spiritual growth. You do not need to be am
of the UMW to read any of these books.

One bookHow to be A Christian Without Being
Religiouby Fritz Ridenour, was unaccounted for during
recent inventory of the Asbury Library collection. If you
seen this book recently, please let us know where and

New in the Asbury Library:

UMW Reading Program

2010 Prayer Calendar

Growing Friendshigsy Tracy Klehn

The Under byLCklia Ha8tengs Wi f e

A Monk in the Inner Citpy Mary Lou Kownacki

God Trusted a Woméy Frances M. Alguire, as told to
Cynthia B. Astle

1 Wish | Knew What to Do@dited by Beth Carls and Am|
Looper

What about Religion & SciebgePaul E. Stroble

The Other Game. Lessons from How Life is Played in

February 2010

Mexican Villagésy Phil Dahl
Bredine and Stephen Hicken

Love Affair with Inda: Story of Wife
and Daughter of E. S. Johgs
Martha Gunsalus Chamberlain

Bless This Food: Ancient and Contemporary Graces from
Around the Worltdy Adrian Butash

Road of Lost Innocence: True Story of a Cambodian
Heroineby Somaly Mam

Adult

Power of a Broke@pen Hearby Julie Interrante.
Donated by John Warns

Caregiver Theraby Julie Kuebelbeck and Victoria
OdConnor. Donated by

Easy

God Gave us Christrmiag Lisa Bergren and David Hohn.
Donated by Sue Campbell

The Trip bHpCassHdlandenraamdStan Tusan.
In honor of the Baptism of Zataya Mildane
Lovato

S

John

Chil dr eéictibrs No n
Listen to the Winby Greg Mortenson and Susan L.
Roth

Wrestling with God

By Rev. Melissa Madara

oThen th
prevail ed.

man sai d, 0 You

e
606 (Genesi s

shal /
32:28)

no [/ onger be called Jacol

| did not grow up following professional sports (actually, | did not grow up following sports at all), and | espbaidltp stag
away from sports such as wrestling, boxing, or anything that resembled fighting. Although | had plenty of normatsafeabbles an
knockdown dragputs with siblings, the notion of being entertained by fighting events did not resonate with me. Fighfarare neve
Wrestling, to me, implies pain. Struggle. Ill feelings. Awkward situations. Discontent and animosity.

And yet, at particular points during our lives, wrestling is what we do. We might not attempt to literally pin andtbieg homan
the ground, but we do experience moments of struggle, pain, and discontent with other people, with ourselves, andstometimes m
notably, with God. Jacob experienced a moment in his life in which he was confronted with a stranger in the wildesieds who wr
with him all night long, until daybreak. Jacob held on as best he could; he confronted the situation; he mustength &iethadsthe
tried his best to stay in control and not to be overpowered by the stranger. Even when the stranger dislocatedhdsl loip, Jacob
Through thick and thin, through pain and struggle, Jacob continued to wrestle. It was not revealed until latehat tihe sti@yger

was actually God.

At many points in our lives, we feel as though we are thrust into a wrestling match with God. We try to control @iWesituation
attempt to hang on even in the face of excruciating pain, discontent, ill feelings, and frustration. We attem ptséngsestieds|

God and get mad when things

arendt going our way. ingewetry w

find ourselves questioning God in the process, even hurling some punches at God. We wonder how much longer wehailyjbe able tc

on; it feels like a losing battle.

It is in these moments that we are forced to let go. At the end of the day, when the wrestling match is over afficcedorfael the
to surrender control to God, a weight is lifted. Like Jacob, we receive a blessing. It is the blessing of knowimgthbtayes can
control everything; of knowing that when we get tired and have to lay down the load, God will pick up the load; aitlkevewing th

when we are at our worst, God does not give up on us.

Prayer. God, t hank you

for

the bl essings we havemefmesc ei v

heavy loads before you. Help us to see clearly, that we might endure the struggles of life and experience a blegsingrin the e
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!

Traditional services:
Sunday mornings 8:30 & 11:0(
Sunday School for all ages at 9:4%

NEW! Prayer and Worship service
Sunday mornings 9:45AM

Contemporary services:
Saturday evenings 6:30
Sunday mornings 11:0em
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