
What I Really Want for Christmas… 
Dear Members, Friends, and Guests of Asbury, 
 

This is the time of the year when wish lists are made by children and adults alike. The lists are 
often given to those who may fulfill their dreams. Although thoughtful choices are made and 
expressions of the love are shared with these lists, we may still be left with a feeling of “Is this 
really all it is about?” 

To those who are looking for the answer, the Christian faith responds with a resounding 
“no.” Many feel a surface-level, happy experience during the holidays, but this represents only a 
small facet of the joy that comes from knowing our Savior and Lord. There is so much more to 
life when we are living in relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

Our theme for this Advent season is “A Life-Giving Christmas,” a resource from our own 
United Methodist Church. It was written for those who are searching for deeper meaning this 
season, on what’s real and authentic. Christmas can be used as a time of refueling and refocusing 
ourselves for the coming year. 

Each Sunday in Advent, beginning Nov. 28, there will be a short DVD presentation about 
Christmas and how it can be life-giving. In addition, in the traditional Sunday services and on 
Christmas Eve, special Advent messages will be read by members of the congregation., 

Are there those around you who are looking for something more than exhaustion, too-much 
food, and more debt? Christmas is more than giving gifts to your loved ones: it was meant to offer 
hope that things will get better, joy to get through the tough days, peace and strength to hold on, 
and most of all, to give and receive love. Maybe you’ve sought this but couldn’t find it. Invite your 
family and friends to come to Asbury and experience the deeper meaning of this Advent season. 

This Christmas, it is the hope and prayer of the entire staff that you will experience the love, 
joy, hope, and peace in Jesus Christ! 

 
 

Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor  
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December 2010  

Asbury United Methodist Church  

Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day Schedule: 
 

 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 
 

2:00 PM—Tea with Candlelight and Communion 
5:00 PM—Family Christmas Eve Service 
7:00 PM—Acts 2 Christmas Eve Service 

8:30 PM—Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
11:00 PM—Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

 

Christmas morning, Dec. 25: 
 

10:00 AM—Traditional Christmas morning 
(you can come in your pj’s if you want) 

 

Christmas Day, evening, Dec. 25: 
 

6:30 PM—Acts 2 service 
 



  

New Faces at Asbury! 
 

If you’ve noticed that the Chancel Choir sings with extra pep lately, that’s largely due to our new Director of Music, 
Vera Kleinhenz. She’s the one smiling and (almost) dancing while she directs. It’s pretty clear she’s really enjoying herself, 
whether conducting our dedicated singers and ringers or playing the organ. 

Vera comes to us with a vast amount of musical experience. As a military wife, she served as an Air Force chapel 
musician for 18 years. She’s worked in Lutheran, Episcopal, Catholic, and now Methodist churches. She sings, and has played 
the organ for 20 years, too. “If an organist can sing,” she said, “it’s better—they know how fast or slow to play so that 
regular people can sing the hymns at a nice tempo.” 

Currently, Vera directs the Chancel Choir and two bell groups, while overseeing all of Asbury’s music programs. She has 
big plans, besides getting the current groups to do some more challenging music: a men’s choir is in the offing, probably 
starting in January, 2011. She’d also love to have some youth bell-ringers join the Wednesday night group so she could 
expand it to three octaves. And she’d love to have a list of everybody in our congregation who plays an instrument and 
wouldn’t mind performing once in a while. 

Vera’s family consists of husband Tim, grown children Andy, Lyn, Jonathan, and step-daughter Jessica, who lives in 
Denver. Andy lives with Tim and Vera, as he has special needs. Vera’s also the proud grandmother of Matthew, Bryan, 
David, and Alexis. And, as if that didn’t keep her busy enough, Vera’s a full-time graduate student at UNM, working on a 
master’s in choral conducting, directs the Civic Chorus, and composes. While music consumes most of her life, she still finds 
a little time to sew and cook gourmet meals. 

 
 
Dacia Lust is another new face. If her name sounds familiar, you may have heard of her husband, Rev. Jeff Lust, who is 

the senior pastor at nearby St. Stephen’s UMC. Dacia directs Asbury’s youth choir. In January, she’ll be starting an exciting 
new worship and arts program with lots of fun and music for Asbury’s grade school-age children on Sunday afternoons. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ,  

and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in 

Jesus Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a 

priority; that worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn 

more about the Christian faith. 
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Dacia began her music career with piano as a youth, then studied vocal performance and piano pedagogy in college, 
earning double degrees at Texas Tech. She teaches piano and voice privately, and has directed the children’s and youth choirs 
at St. Stephen’s. She’s sings first soprano with the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra Chorus and has lent her voice to Italian 
arias at the Macaroni Grill, among other venues. But, more than her talent, Dacia works to give of herself. To her, music is 
more than a career. “I think music is a gift from God. God gives us music, art and nature to keep us in a connection with 
that deeper part of ourselves. Music nurtures and inspires people, and Dacia prays that parents see how that benefits their 
children.” 

Dacia and Jeff have a daughter, who is a freshman in college, and a son in mid-school. 
 
 
If you haven’t been to Acts 2 lately, you’ll notice the congregation swaying to the upbeat and contemporary rhythms of 

Essence Johnson and a super volunteer band of talented Asbury-ites. Essence sang with us and served as a temporary 
Worship Leader during the summer until she was hired permanently in early August. 

She, too, has a wealth of experience, performing with the Light of the World TV Ministries; choirs at Hoffmantown 
Church, Legacy Church, and the Cathedral of St. John; and churches in San Antonio, Houston, and Fort Worth. Here in 
Albuquerque, she’s working on a degree in vocal performance at UNM, studying under well-known teachers Leslie Umphrey 
and Marilyn Tyler (now retired). Essence has sung opera at UNM, the University of Texas at San Antonio, and with Opera 
Southwest; she’s been in musical theater and sung with other various choral ensembles. 

Yet, with all her musical talent, she keeps her priorities straight: “The most important element of a church worship 
service,” she said, “is the communication of God’s truth through the scriptures. Worship songs and elements should prepare 
and point to the teaching of God’s Word, and then be used to allow an intimate, authentic and sincere response to the 
connection the worshipper has with God.” 

Essence is married to Randy Chicoine, and has children Alexandria, Jalen, Zachary, Dylan, J.Q., and Onaya. She’s kept 
pretty busy with work and school, but loves her family time, movies, and Missy—a very spoiled, long-hair Chihuahua. 

 
 
Our newest hire is a United Methodist minister named Todd Seelau, who also serves at St. John’s UMC as their 

associate pastor. After a long search for the right person, Todd was finally chosen to be our new Acts 2 pastor. If you haven’t 
heard this engaging and earnest young man preach, you might want to attend an Acts 2 worship service to catch one of his 
well-thought-out sermons. 

There’s another Rev. Seelau in the conference, and that’s his dad, Gary, who is pastor at Los Alamos UMC. So Todd’s a 
PK—preacher’s kid—and understands the ministerial lifestyle well. He earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and political 
science from McMurry College, a master’s in theology from Candler School of Theology (associated with Emery University 
in Atlanta), and a doctorate in ministry from George Fox University in Oregon. 

Todd has worked at dozens of places—including a guitar center and Hewlett-Packard—before realizing that he was 
running away from God, and that he was supposed to be a pastor. He became a United Methodist probationary member in 
2005, served at Clint/Fabiens UMC, and then became a full elder in 2007. This is his third year at St. John’s. 

Music is a big love in his life, with rock being his favorite. A drummer, Todd has done “studio stuff” and still plays 
locally, especially with the band “Next 2 the Tracks.” 

He’s very excited to be at Asbury. He and Layloni will both be preaching “A Life-Giving Christmas” as a series (see her 
article on page one), albeit each with their own special touches. It should be an exciting Advent at Asbury! 

 
 
 Welcome, all, to Asbury! 

 

—Laurie Carlson 
Sources: personal interviews, Albuquerque Journal (Dec. 1, 2005) 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

3 Asbury Trails  

ASBURY TRAILS is a monthly publication of Asbury UMC, 10,000 Candelaria NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor; 

Laurie Carlson, editor. Opinions expressed in articles with bylines are those of the individual authors and may not reflect the opinions held by the 

church. Please e-mail articles by the 10th of the preceding month to trailseditor@comcast.net or leave typed, double-spaced articles in the Trails 

mailbox at the church. 

 This issueôs contributors are: Sue Campbell, Laurie Carlson, Layloni Drake, Esther Gammill, Marguerite Hart, Melissa Maher, Kay Martinez, 

Frank Newcomer, Pat Phipps, Alan Stemm, and Kathy Salazar. 
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Youth Ministry  
 

Sitting for Santa 
 

Friday, December 3: 6:00-10:00 PM and 
Saturday, December 18: 9:30 AM-1:00 PM 

 

Do you need time away from your children so you 
can shop? Or would you like to go see a movie? Do you 
need someone to watch your children? Sign up for 
Sitting for Santa, and bring them to the church! 
Donations will be accepted. Lunch/dinner will be 
provided, and there will be a movie for the older 
children. Contact Kathy for more information, or if 
you’re available to help. 
 

Progressive Dinner 
 

All youth are invited to our annual Progressive 
Dinner on Friday, Dec. 17. This 4-course meal takes you 
to various homes, with a final stop for our white 
elephant gift exchange at the church. Check the bulletin 
for more information. 
 

*Adults interested in hosting a meal for this event, 
please contact Kathy Salazar. 
 

Programming change 
 

Beginning next month, our Sunday youth group 
will meet from 2:00-4:00 PM. A snack will be provided. 
Afterwards, be sure to stick around for our Youth Choir 
from 4:00-5:15 PM! 
 

Upcoming Events 
December 
3:  Sitting for Santa I 6:00-10:00 PM 
5:  Youth Choir 3:00-4:00 PM 

              Youth Sunday 4:00-6:00 PM 

12: Youth Choir 3:00-4:00 PM 
      Youth Sunday 4:00-6:00 PM 
14: Study Hall 6:30-7:30 PM (last one of semester) 
17: Progressive Dinner 
18: Sitting for Santa II (9:30-1:00 PM) 
19: Youth Sunday: Bowling! 
26: No Youth Sunday or Youth Choir 
Looking ahead: 
January—TBA: Lock-in; 9: Service Project,  
                23: Feed the Need 
February—11-13: CCYM Camp (Senior High  

 Only) 
March—4-6: Rhythm of Christ Camp (Mid-high  

  only) 
—Kathy Salazar 

 

United Methodist Women  
 

Mission Donations: Thanks so much! 
 

Thank you to the thoughtful, giving, Asbury 
congregation for donating clothing to Farmington area 
missions. Together, we collected and delivered 41 
scarves, 44 hats/caps, 30 pairs of gloves/mittens, 1 pair 
booties, 22 pairs of children shoes, 1 pair slippers, 12 
pairs of boots, 52 pairs of adult shoes and 2 big boxes of 
socks. Asbury is an amazing group of people—thanks 
for your selfless support! 
 

Caught in the Act 
 

During registration for our annual meeting in 
Artesia, we saw an 8x10 picture of the Asbury delegation 
on a nearby piano—it was from the National Assembly 
in St. Louis this past summer. We asked about it and 
were told we would understand later. 

At Saturday’s morning session, the picture was on 
the altar! After a power-point presentation about the 
Assembly, the picture was presented to us for having the 
most delegates (9) from a local unit in the New Mexico 
Conference. Each of us received a copy! 
 

Christmas Luncheon, Dec. 5 
 

Please join us for a delicious lunch, fun fellowship 
and inspiring holiday music from the Celebration 
Chorale. Dec. 5, 12:30-2:30 PM. 

Soup, salad and breadsticks from the Olive Garden 
will be served. All Asbury women are welcome! Free 
childcare is available on request. Please call Melissa 
Maher at 323-9730 to RSVP or to reserve childcare. 
 

—Esther Gammill, Melissa Maher, and Kay Martinez 

 

Music Ministry  
 

Do you play an instrument? Please let Vera 
Kleinhenz know if you’re available to play for our 
upcoming cantata or at another time: 299-0643.  

The Chancel Choir will present their special 
Christmas cantata, “Night of the Father’s Love,” at both 
traditional services (8:30 AM and 11:00 AM) on Sunday, 
Dec. 12. Come and enjoy traditional and original carols 
and inspirational scripture readings. 
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Poinsettia Orders Due Dec. 5  
 

Plants cost $6.00 each; 
dedications will be printed in the 
Dec. 11&12 bulletins. 

Please let the office know if 
you wish to pick up your plant or 
let the Care Ministry give it to 
someone deserving. 

Door Code Change  
 

We periodically change the 
code for safety reasons. Please 
contact the church office if you 
need the new code: 299-0643. 

Luminarias  
 

Asbury’s Boy Scout Troop 183 is taking orders for luminarias. 
The cost is $6.00 per dozen which includes a bag, sand and candle. 
Delivery to your home is available for a small additional cost ($1.00 
per dozen). You may pick up your order on December 18 between 
9:00 am and 1:00 pm, at 8701 San Mateo NE. For more information, 
please contact Troop 183 via email at: luminarias@troop183abq.org 
or stop by Asbury on a Monday night during their regular meeting. 

Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 
 

Saturday, Dec. 11, at 6:30 PM (Acts 2) and 
Sunday, Dec. 12, at 10:00 AM, during the Sunday school hour (Sanctuary) 

 

Preschoolers through 5th graders will present “My Best-est Friend,” created by Bette 
Dale Moore. Many of the tunes are set to The Nutcracker Ballet by Tchaikovsky and 
Messiah by Handel. 

All children preschool through 5th grade can take part. CD’s of the music are 
available in Ms. Sue’s office. The Creative Kids rehearse each Wednesday afternoon. 
Preschoolers can practice on Sunday, Nov. 28, and Dec. 5, before Sunday School at 9:30 
AM. Older children only need to come to a dress rehearsal on Sat. Dec. 11 at 11:00 AM. 
Contact me, Sue Campbell, for more details: 299-0643. 
 

—Sue Campbell 

Advent Devotions  
 

All families are invited to pick 
up a copy of the booklet, “Gather 
Round the Christmas Tree.” It is a 
collection of devotions, activities and 
prayers for the days of December 1-
29. You can find it in the breezeway 
or in Acts 2. 

Look for Advent calendars, 
too—there’s one for each child at 
Asbury to help them count the days 
to Christmas. 

Decorating for Advent  
 

This year, we’ll “gather round the Christmas tree” with a 
fun family event on Sunday, Nov. 28. 

We’ll decorate the entire church for Advent and 
Christmas. Come at 4:00 PM to make ornaments for the 
breezeway tree, decorate the halls and make Acts 2 festive. Bid 
on fabulous items and services during the silent auction (all 
proceeds support the youth’s summer mission trip). At 5:00 PM, 
we’ll have an old-fashioned potluck, so bring your favorite dish 
to share. Drinks and tableware will be provided. Then, at 6:30 
PM, we’ll gather in the Sanctuary to light the tree and sing 
carols. Childcare will be available for the little ones. 

New! Sunday Childrenôs Program for 
Worship Performing Arts  

 

Beginning January 9, 2011  2:00-3:30 PM 
Music, Art, Dance, Drama & More 

Questions? Call Dacia Lust  554-8598 
Pre-registration going on now! 

Christmas Open House  
 

Everyone is invited to a 
Christmas Open House at the 
parsonage on Sunday, December 19 
1:00-3:00 PM. 

mailto:luminarias@troop183abq.org
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Once again it is time to celebrate Advent and prepare for 
Christmas. The Asbury library has over 175 books and other 
media with Christmas stories, ideas and projects for all 
members of your family. Most of the Christmas items in the 
library will have a Dewey classification of 394. All of them 
have a red dot on the spine to help you find them. Here are 
just a few of the titles available: 
 

Christmas Crafts for Everyone by Evelyn Coskey 
Trees of Christmas by Edna Metcalfe 
Have a Natural Christmas by Rodale Press 
Christmas Activity Book by Susan Vessey and Meryl Doney 
Bethlehem Tree: A Family Advent Resource Book by Mary 
 Louise Tietjen 
The Legend of the Christmas Tree by Rick Osborne 
The Christmas Tree Book by Phillip V. Snyder 
The Jesse Tree by Raymond Anderson and Georgene 
 Anderson 
 

 

New to the Library: 
 

 

UMW Reading Program: 
2011 Prayer Calendar 
 

Adult: 
 

Mother Angelica’s Private and Pithy Lessons from the 
 Scriptures by Mother Angelica with Raymond Arroyo 

Library News 
   By Pat Phipps, librarian 

Financial Peace Revisited by Dave 
 Ramsey 
Light from Heaven by Jan Karon 
Guide to Mutual Funds by Christine 
 Benz 
The Inn at Angel Island by Thomas Kinkade and Katherine 
 Spencer. Donated by Vesta Major 
 

Large Print: 
 

Desire of the Everlasting Hills by Thomas Cahill. Donated 
 by Bob and Marylynn Mathews 
 

Easy: 
 

Christmas in the Manger by Nola Buck and Felicia Bond 
Flutter! Fly! By Kaaren Pixton 
Creep! Crawl! By Kaaren Pixton 
 

Junior: 
 

The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 
The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 
 

DVD: 
 

Veggie Tales: It's a Meaningful Life. Donated in memory of 
 Rose Martinez 

 

Liar, Lunatic or Lord?  
 

Why should we take Jesus seriously? Jesus claimed to have a special insight into who God is. He claimed to act in God’s 
place, forgiving sins and casting out demons—to be so related to God that he could call him dearest father. Surely a person 
who makes such radical claims is either a liar or a lunatic. Or is he truly Lord? Is Jesus truly “the reason for the season?” 

In John, we are told to “come and see.” “Come” to the Advent Brown Bag Bible Study and “see” how Jesus presents 
his case. Join Don Jerome and Alan Stemm on Wednesdays in December, at 12:00 noon, for this study in Mark and Luke. 
The first session is on December 1. We hope to see you there. 
 

—Alan Stemm 

Ushers Needed  
 

New ushers are needed 
for both traditional Sunday 
services. Prayerfully consider 
signing up for either service. 
Commit for one Sunday per 
month; if you could commit 
for three months in a row, 
that’d be very much 
appreciated. Substitutes are needed as well. If you feel 
called to this service, please contact one of the following 
numbers: Marguerite Hart 296-5350 (8:30 service) or Ann 
Robinson 294-1739 (11:00 service). 

Missions Assistance  
 

By Frank Newcomer 
 

As our own Rev. Drake has said, “Missions should 
involve the whole church.” 

But Asbury’s Missions Outreach Team doesn’t just work 
on mission projects outside Asbury’s walls. We are also a great 
resource for groups, to help get additional people, materials, or 
publicity for projects at church and other locations. We’ll do 
our best to avoid schedule conflicts, and we’ll be happy to lend 
our expertise. If you’d like assistance with any mission project, 
please call me—Frank Newcomer at 291-0299. Thanks! 



 
 

December 31, Watch Night/New Yearôs Eve 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8 

Revelation 21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31-46 

Letting Go 
—by Laurie Carlson 

 

 Layloni’s just-ended sermon series about having “enough” reminded me of our 
family’s worst pet, a hamster. His name was Squirt, because of what he did when 
you held him, and he was grumpy and did nothing but eat and poop. But he did 
manage to hoard extra food and treats in all the corners of his habitat, making 
impressive piles sometimes, especially when we forgot to clean the cage. 
 Unfortunately, we humans aren’t much better than Squirt as far as hoarding 
goes. I read in the Journal recently that hoarding is considered a psychological 
disorder if it actually gives you pain to get rid of “stuff.” Oops. I think many of us 
qualify. 
 My sister and I cleaned out my mother’s house after she moved here this past 
summer, and I can tell you she is a true Depression-era kid who never threw away 
anything remotely useful. It took us a month, all told, which I understand is pretty 
typical. But before I can chastise anyone, I have to take a good, long look at my own 
house. Yeah, Dave and I are going through the garage and the drawers and closets, 

slowly but surely. I don’t want to leave such a mess to my own kids—but it’s a continual process, a constant battle against 
clutter and accumulation. Maybe I ought to apologize to them in advance. 

As we’ve sorted, we’ve found knick-knacks that we sort of remember, but can’t tell why we have them or why they were 
once important—out they go. Other things seem less vibrant or useful—to us, anyway. Those get donated. And some 
stuff—why would anyone have bags of old rags or ancient magazines—simply go in the trash or recycle bin. 

So now we come to Christmas, with all its excesses, and what to do? I thought about my current “collection” of stuff. It 
seems that, like old clothes, we outgrow things. If we hang on to too many things, it makes it impossible to grow and change 
and keep moving on in life. Dave and I are very different than when we first married 37 years ago—seems like our home and 
its stuff should reflect our current selves rather than our former ones. 

I’m going to enjoy whatever gifts come this season, and realize that the real value in the presents is the love behind 
them. I’m planning to wallow in that! And after Christmas, I’ll bring a bag or two to the church, Goodwill, or the Storehouse, 
with those things that no longer fit or inspire. If I see my life as a flowing river, I can’t hold on to too much or I’ll sink like a 
rock. But if I let things come and go—or just let go entirely—God will keep me afloat and on track to the next change of 
scenery, keep me steady around the bend to the next phase of life. 
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December Lectionary  
 
December 6, Second Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4: Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208) 

Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

 

December 13, Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

 

December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55 (UMH 199) 

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

 

December 24, Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 25, Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 

 

December 27, First Sunday After Christmas Day 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 Prepare Ye the way of the Lord! 
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Come Worship With Us! 
 

 

 

Traditional services: 

Sunday mornings 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 AM 
 

 

Contemporary services: 

Saturday evenings 6:30 PM 

Sunday mornings 11:00 AM 


