
 

Survey Says... 
 

We are doing something new for 2012 in the traditional worship services which will lead to an 
exciting set of sermons because you are the ones who have helped pick the topics. The more 
people who attend church the less time a pastor has to learn what people want to know about the 
Bible and their faith. We have had a great time learning about the Magi, Baptism of Jesus and Old 
Testament Baptismal practices, as well as, how to be open to people who are different.  

 

Curiosity is a good thing. Curiosity about what the Bible says can lead to a deeper life of faith. It is 
the heart felt concern of those in leadership that each member of the church will grow deeper in 
their faith. We know that the Bible tells us that faith comes by hearing the Word of God. We want 
people to hear Godõs Word as they read it daily. We want people to 
hear it in worship and on their iPods.  

 

More than just hearing the Word of God we want people to 
understand it. The Bible says that people need someone to help them 
understand what they are reading. We know that the Spirit teaches us 
as we read the Bible. We also know that there are many books that can 
help in our understanding of the Bible. Some of those books can be 
found in our church library. Other ways that we learn about what the 
Bible says is to be in Bible Study, a small group book study, or even in 
a prayer group. In this year we are going to be looking at the small 
group possibilities for each member of the church to have an option 
to participate in a faith deepening experience. 

 

Faith in Jesus Christ changes our lives. Faith is like a plant as it is 
watered, fertilized, given fresh air, and sunshine then grows. When 
these things are neglected then faith can wilt. A healthy way to thrive 
in the Christian faith is to be in regular worship services, a small group, a mission or service to 
others, daily prayer times, and daily reading of scripture. 

 

Below is the list of topics that have been submitted for preaching for the month of February.  Is 
your topic on the list? Keep watch. Each month there will be a new set of topics from the 
suggestions that were submitted. 

 

February 5th Is 2012 the end of the world? 
February 12th Marriage and Family (wedding at the conclusion of the worship-all can stay) 
February 19 Commitment Priority 
February 26  The Beatitude Series #1 

 

Grace and peace, 
 

Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor  
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I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain 
shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will 
be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together.  

ñ Martin Luther King, Jr. 



 

Are You Ready for Some Chile? 

 
No matter how you spell it; whether it be òchilió or 
òchillió or òchileó; most people would say it is delicious. Do 
you prefer yours red or green? With beans or without? Does 
the real stuff have hamburger, beef, pork, or chicken? 
Would you rather have a bowl of òTexas Chilió or òNew 
Mexican Chili?ó And what in the world is òCincinnati Chilió 
anyway? Hereõs your chance to find out most of these 
answers! 

The òFirst Annual All-Church Great Chile Cook-Offó 
will be held on February 19 immediately following the 11:00 
AM services. This Cook-Off is being sponsored by the 
Chancel Choir and will be a fund raiser for our music 
ministries. 

This contest is open to all. If you think that you make the 
best chile ever then come show the rest of us. If you canõt 
cook a decent bowl, come anyway and taste the recipes. 
You can sample them all and choose your favorite one. 

 The recipe that receives the most donations will be 
declared the winner. Come stuff the donation jars and 
yourself! 

We need to know how many cooks would like to 
participate so please contact Dave Dean at (269) 290-5493 
or send an email to ddean4MSU@yahoo.com to enter.  

 

Adventure of  a Lifetime 

On Monday, October 24, 2011, I boarded a plane in Atlanta, Ga. with 5 other members of our United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission (UMVIM) construction team, bound for Port au Prince, Haiti, by way of Miami. I had not been nervous during 
the 3 months of preparation, but when we boarded the plane in Miami, I had LOTS of butterflies. As the plane prepared to 
land in Port au Prince, the view from the window was gorgeous. The sparkling blue water and the beautiful shoreline did not 
prepare me for what lay ahead.  Stepping from the plane, I was immediately hit by the heat and humidity. We made our way 
into the crowded terminal and began the difficult task of retrieving 14 pieces of luggage. Finally we were loaded into the van 
provided by the Methodist Guest House, and we began the hour long trip to the Guest House which is actually in 
Petionville, outside Port au Prince. I drew the short straw, so to speak, and sat in the front passenger seat. Not the ideal place 
for someone who has essentially never been outside the United States. First, there 
were no seatbelts. Second, the people drive like madmen. Third, Iõve never seen so 
much traffic in my life. Drivers made 4 or 5 lanes out of 2 lanes, darting in and 
around cars, trucks, buses, motorcycles, bicycles, pedestrians, and HUGE potholes. 
We saw no more than 4 traffic lights on the entire drive. It felt like one big game of 
chicken! 
 

   What I saw as we drove through the streets of Port au Prince was almost 
indescribable. The abject poverty and devastation was exactly what you saw on 
television after the earthquake, multiplied many times over. We drove past many tent 
cities and places where a sheet of metal covered a small area in an alley that was a 
familyõs home. Many, many people had their òsidewalk stallsó from which they sold 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Mission of Asbury United Methodist Church is to love God and one another through Jesus Christ, and to raise up a new generation of Christians. 

 As United Methodist Christians, we are part of a global movement of churches that is making a difference in the world. We share a faith in Jesus 

Christ and practice baptism and communion. We believe that God will comfort, guide, and forgive every person; that serving others is a priority; that 

worship can be both personal reflection and communal; and that our lives should reflect our beliefs. 

 Asbury practices the ñopen hearts, open minds, open doorsò policy of the United Methodist denomination. We welcome all who seek to learn more 

about the Christian faith. 
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January/December 2011 Financial Report 

     

INCOME   ACTUAL YTD  BUDGET YTD  

Pledged  $481,017  $481,236 

Non Pleg/Loose Plate $95,995  $174,084 

Building  $27,069     $17,080 

Other Income  $14,516     $16,600 

TOTAL   $618,597  $689,000 

     

EXPENSES     

Outreach & Ministry $360,750  $377,934 

Administration  $133,205  $137,780 

Shared Ministries $28,144    $86,445 

Debt Retirement $128,808  $132,000 

TOTAL   $650,907  $734,159 

     

Difference  ($32,310)   

     

Designated Funds as of December 31 ,2011.  $40,390 

     

OUTSTANDING BILLS     

Church Insurance Agency Corp   $8,968 

Computer Services of Albuquerque      $123 

NM Conference (Shared Ministries)  $58,303 

TOTAL     $67,394 



Preparing for Our Lenten Journey 
 

During Lent, as we focus on Christõs journey to the cross, letõs also examine the journey 
of our lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure is packing. What have you 
placed in your bag? Are you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, 
relationship troubles? Have you overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag feels 
too empty for the challenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness.  

 

Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when the road 
becomes difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made possible by 
Jesusõ sacrifice on our behalf.  
 
   ñBased on the òJourney to Hopeó sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/lent  

Agents of  Change 

In Acts 2 we are focusing on mission and vision right now. The mission of Asbury is to love God, love each other, and raise 
up a new generation of Christians. In Acts 2 we are trying to love God and others AS a new generation of Christians. The 
first step in this is to figure out what a new generation of Christians even is and then how we can become that. I believe that 
we are in the midst of a cultural shift and everyone is feeling it. This means that things are changing very quickly and we don't 
always know what is happening or what comes next. This makes our venture even more challenging as well as exciting. Most 
churches are dying, many businesses are failing, the world is changing and in order to succeed we need to figure out what is 
happening and get ahead of the curve. This is our mission at Acts 2. We seek to be a spiritual restless community of faith that 
is in the process of becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. This is how we will discover and become a new 
generation of Christians. Please pray for us and join us in this venture as we wrestle with God's truth, grace, and love. 

ñDr. Todd Seelau  

3 Asbury Trails  

ASBURY TRAILS is a monthly publication of Asbury UMC, 10,000 Candelaria NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Rev. Layloni Drake, senior pastor; 

Raymond Craig, editor. Opinions expressed in articles with bylines are those of the individual authors and may not reflect the opinions held by the 

church. Please e-mail articles by the 10th of the preceding month to trailseditor@asburyabq.org or leave typed, double-spaced articles in the Trails 

mailbox at the church. 

 This issueôs contributors are: Raymond Craig, Layloni Drake, Elizabeth Graham, Tamie Gregg, Chris Jungmann, Vera Kleinhenz, Wim 

Kramer, Frank Newcomer, Pat Phipps, Todd Seelau, and Aaron Simmons.  
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Asbury Childrenõs Music Ministry 
Sunday Servants -  Spring 2012 

 
Sunday Servants will sing as part of the worship 
service on the following dates and times- 

February 5 @   8:30 Traditional Service 
March 4     @ 11:00 Traditional Service 

            April 1       @  TBA  
May  6       @ 11:00 Traditional Service 

 
I would like to have the children and youth sing in the 
community during the month of April. I am looking 
for an Outreach Coordinator for that. Please call if 
you feel called to serve that way. I can be reached at 
554-8598. God bless you.  

ñDacia 

 

Golden Gates  

Russian 

Dancing  

and Singing 

Company 
 
 
 

Family Concert 
Asbury UMC 

Sunday, February 5, 2012 
7:00 PM 

Free Will Offering 
(Will Benefit Russian Children & Orphans) 


